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Chicago church restores historic angels in time for holidays 
Saturday December 23, 2006  
 
CHICAGO – After two years of restoration at Chicago's Holy Family Catholic Church, 
the 19th century orchestra of angels is ready for its debut. 
 
The 29 hand-carved wooden angels, which include an orchestra of flute, clarinet, violin, 
French horn and drum players, sat in disrepair for decades in the church's organ loft. 
So for two years retired painter Dieter Meister tediously cleaned and gilded the angels in 
23-carat gold leaf, according to The Chicago Tribune. 
 
The angels were created by Charles Olivier-Dauphin in Montreal in 1870 and are 
believed to be his largest his largest collection. Much of his work was destroyed in 
church fires. 
 
``These angels are one of the hidden treasures of Chicago and another remarkable chapter 
in the history of this church,'' said the church's Rev. Jeremiah Boland. ``Every church 
keeps telling its story, and this is a triumphant moment for this church. It speaks to the 
new life that is also bursting in this community.'' 
 
Besides the 24-member orchestra, the collection includes figures of King David playing 
the harp and the patron saint of music St. Cecilia. 
 
The public can view the collection up close during services around Christmas and New 
Year's Day. After that the collection will be retired to the church's second balcony. 
 
The revived angels represent a rebirth of sorts for the historic 1857 church. Decorated by 
French-Canadian artists, it once was called ``the European cathedral on the prairie.'' 
 
But by 1984, the church was dilapidated and on track for demolition. Six years later, 
church officials raised funds to save the church. 
 
The restoration of the angels is part of a $6.5 million overhaul. 
 
Information from: Chicago Tribune, http://www.chicagotribune.com 
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