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Holy Family 

A Word from Father Jerry   
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Todayõs feast of the Baptism of the Lord brings 
to a close the Christmas Season. As we hear 
again the moment when Jesus begins his public 
ministry, we are asked to reflect on how the 
message of Jesus will influence us in the New 
Year. 
 
On one level there is a personal dimension, how do we as individuals call 
others to Christ by what we say and do? How does the message of hope 
and new light of the Christmas Season carry with us throughout the New 
Year? Are there places in our lives that need the light of Christ? 
 
We must also ask the question of us as a faith community. How can our 
parish in the coming months be a clearer sign of Christõs presence? We 
need more participation in the internal life of our parish so that 
relationships can deepen. I hope there will be more opportunities for us to 
come together to share our faith and friendship. 
 
The efforts of so many helped to create a truly memorable Advent and 
Christmas Season. Thousands of people made their way through our doors, 
attending services, concerts, weddings and baptisms. The Liturgy 
Committee, the Choir, our greeters, the Safer Foundation, our maintenance 
staff, Deacon Rudy and Deacon Augustine, the Sisters all helped to create 
a beautiful spirit here at Holy Family. Also hundreds benefited from the 
generosity of others; hundreds of children received gifts, hundreds of 
families received chickens for their Christmas dinner and many in the 
community received a gift through the giving tree. We are Blessed!  
 
I know these are trying times financially. The parish is not immune to the 
downturn. We are reviewing our expenses to keep things manageable. If 
you have not received your envelopes, please get them. Envelopes are 
essential to stewardship and our mutual responsibility for providing for the 
needs of the parish. Thanks to all who gave to the Christmas appeal or 
made special gifts to the Christmas collection. 
 
As the New Year begins, we have much to look forward to. Please pray for 
the President Elect who is about to assume the presidency at one of the  
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Focus on the Word  
 The Sunday readings are placed in this bulletin 
for the benefit of those who might have a hearing 
impairment, and for your reflection before Mass 
and during the week.  Since an important part of 
our Sunday worship is hearing the scripture 
proclaimed, we urge you to LISTEN to the readings 
as they are proclaimed.  Thank you. 

 
 
Reading 1 
Is 42:1-4, 6-7 
 
Thus says the LORD: Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one with whom I 
am pleased, upon whom I have put my spirit; he shall bring forth justice to the 
nations, not crying out, not shouting, not making his voice heard in the street. 
a bruised reed he shall not break, and a smoldering wick he shall not quench, 
until he establishes justice on the earth; the coastlands will wait for his teaching. 

 

I, the LORD, have called you for the victory of justice, I have grasped you by the 
hand; I formed you, and set you as a covenant of the people, a light for the 
nations, to open the eyes of the blind, to bring out prisoners from confinement, 
and from the dungeon, those who live in darkness. 

The Word of the Lord 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
he Lord will bless his people with peace. 

 

Reading II 
Acts 10:34-38  
 
Peter proceeded to speak to those gathered in the house of Cornelius, saying:  
òIn truth, I see that God shows no partiality. Rather, in every nation whoever fears 
him and acts uprightly is acceptable to him. You know the word that he sent to the 
Israelites  as he proclaimed peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all,  
what has happened all over Judea,  beginning in Galilee after the baptism 
that John preached,  how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and power. He went about doing good  and healing all those oppressed by the 
devil,  for God was with him.ó 

The Word of the Lord 

 

Gospel 
Mk 1:7-11 
T 
his is what John the Baptist proclaimed:  
òOne mightier than I is coming after me. I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the 
thongs of his sandals. I have baptized you with water;  he will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit.ó 

 

It happened in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee  and was 
baptized in the Jordan by John. On coming up out of the water he saw the 
heavens being torn open  and the Spirit, like a dove, descending upon him. 
And a voice came from the heavens, òYou are my beloved Son; with you I am well 
pleased.ó 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
most challenging times in our 
history. His inauguration makes this 
year's commemoration of Dr. Kingõs 
birthday extraordinary. 
 
Have a Blessed Week, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baptism of the Lord 
             Throughout my life, I've been 
fortunate enough to live in several 
homes. Nothing fancy, mind you, just 
enough for a family of four. But each 
home had one thing in common-a base-
ment. I've always been one of those 
people who needed someplace to store 
my "stuff," that junk that accumulates 
over the years but you can't seem to 
bring yourself to dispose of. And each 
of my basements has had something in 
common as well-they've flooded at least 
once. Usually, a sump pump decided to 
quit in the middle of a three-day rain-
storm. At some point, I'll wade through 
the floating "stuff" and announce to my 
wife that our house has been baptized. 
Again. 
 John the Baptist, as he 
preached of the coming of the Son of 
God, welcomed every type of sinner to 
the Jordan River to have their sins 
washed away, to begin a new life. Why 
then did Jesus-himself incapable of sin-
ask to be baptized by John as well? Just 
as our baptism welcomes us into the 
arms of the Church, Jesus' baptism signi-
fies the beginning of his ministerial mis-
sion on earth. It is here he is manifested 
as the Son of God and in possession of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 Jesus' immersion in the waters of 
the Jordan expresses his willingness to 
self-cleanse everything up to that mo-
ment and begin his life as God's suffer-
ing servant (CCC 536). Just as Jesus 
appeared in the crowd of sinners wait-
ing for the saving waters, he is with us 
today. In this seemingly simple act, he 
accepted his fate of death on the cross 
in exchange for the remission of our sins. 
As you bless yourselves today with holy 
water, linger a bit on the feel of the 
water and remember the beloved Son, 
in whom God is well pleased. 
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Liturgy 

January 11 at 9:45 am 

Presider ......... Reverend Jeremiah Boland 

Cross Bearer ...................... Caretha Carroll  
Candle Bearers......................... Julia Hayne 
                                 & Vincent Giampa 
Banner Carrier ..................... Tom McElligott 
Lectors ............................ Sr. Marion Murphy 
                               & Sandra Broussard 
Responsorial Psalm....................  Sheila Luss 
                                        & Arenea Luss 
Communion Ministers.. ....  Mildred Jackson, 
Lillie Gandy, Theresa Gleeson, Stacey 
Mullins, Pearl Luss, Gloria Wolf, Gregory 
Wolf 
Altar Servers ....................... Gianni Mancini 
                                    & Amare Wilson  
 
Next Sunday, January 18 at 9:45am 
Lectors ....................................... Jay Borchert 
                                & LaShonya Wilson 
Altar Server .............................. Angel Avila 
 
January Greeters 
Matthew May, Ruthie Jones Clay,  and 
Sol Giampa 
 
January Collection Ministers 
Eastside  ...................................... Miguel Rios 
East Center ........................... Tom McElligott 
Westside ................................. Selina Fabian 

Sunday Collection  
December 28 ......................... $3,255.35 
January 4 ............................... $2,903.36 
New Year. .................................. $502.05 
 
Please remember to print your name 
and address on your envelopes. 

Please Remember in your Prayers: 
Steve Archer, Eileen Boland, Robert 

Bolden, Mary P. Higens, Gertrude Hill,  
Mildred Jackson, Mary Murphy, Susie 

Rhodes, Luke Strotman, and Noah 
Stuart 

There will be a second collection on 
Sunday, January 18, for the Church in 
Latin America. 
 
Our hospitality collection will be 
Sunday, January 25th. 

Catholic singles - Meet hundreds of 
single Catholics of all ages at the 7th 
National Catholic Singles Conference, 
February 13-15, 2009 held at Holy 
Family Parish in Inverness, IL. The 
weekend includes talks by dynamic 
international speakers (Fr. Thomas 
Loya, Christopher West, Fr. Richard 
Simon, Vicki Thorn and more!), social 
events, a Valentine's Day dance, times 
of prayer and more. Registration by 
January 20th: $120/after January 
20th: $145 and $95/$115 for 
students. (Partial scholarships are 
available for those in financial need.) 
Space is limited so register soon! For 
more information and to register visit 
www.NationaICatholicSingles.com or 
call 815-828-5094.  

Our warmest welcome to all who 
celebrate with us.  Whether long time 
residents or newly arrived at the 
parish, we thank God for you!  If you 
are not registered, or if your address, 
or phone number has changed, please 
see Jerry Hossli. 

 

 
 

 
Gertrude Ellen Bannon 
Nicolas Gabriel Diaz 

Maxwell Wong 

Welcome!  
 

 
Sisters of Providence host Mardi Gras 

2009 - Cajun food, Cajun music and 
Cajun fun will highlight the Sisters of 
Providence of Saint Mary of-   the-
Woods, Ind., Mardi Gras 2009 
celebration Saturday, Feb. 21, at 
Guerin College Prep high School in 
River Grove, Ill. Funds raised from the 
event will help support the ministries of 
the Sisters of Providence. Mardi Gras 
revelers will have an opportunity to 
make a mask, get a fast photo, try 
their luck at split-the-pot, bid the 
silent auction and buy Weekend at the 
Woods raffle tickets. The Mardi Gras 
is from 4 p.m. until 8 p.m. Cost is $40 
per person or $75 for two. Tickets at 
the door will be $45. For more 
information, contact Sister Sue Paweski 
at 773-463-2478 or at 
spaweski@spsmw.org. 

 
ATTENTION ALL YOUNG PEOPLE 
AGES 13-30! The challenging message 
of World Youth Day 2000 in Rome is 
being spread throughout the United 
States by an initiative called Bread of 
Life. Bread of Life is responding to the 
call of Pope John Paul II to enable 
young people to live and proclaim the 
Gospel. You are invited to Bread of 
Life Retreat on February 27, February 
28 and March 1, 2009 at St. Benedict 
Parish, 2215 W. Irving Park Road, 
Chicago. You will have the opportunity 
to gather with other young people 
your age for prayer, adoration, 
singing, and learning about our 
Catholic Faith. For more information, 
please call 773-588-6484 x 204, 
emailing breadoflife@stbenedict.com, 
or visiting our website at 
www.breadoflifechicago.org. We 
hope to see you there! 

 The Liturgical Institute announces an 
all-new one-day workshop unveiling 
the rich theology of the Easter 
Triduum, the apex of the Churchõs 
liturgical year. Perfect for preachers, 
teachers, RCIA directors, liturgy 
directors, musicians, the lay faithful 
and all who desire to enter more 
deeply into the heart of the Paschal 
Mystery. 
 
Friday, January 30, 2009 
University of Saint Mary of the Lake, 
Conference Center 
Mundelein, IL   
 
Registration Fee - $65 (includes lunch) 
 
Since the Church gives "proper" texts 
for nearly all of its liturgies to enhance 
comprehension of the dayõs readings 
and prayers, the workshop will use 
those prayers to unlock the theology 
of the Triduum liturgies. By recovering 
the use and meaning of these texts 
and their musical settings, the deep 
intellectual and emotional content of 
the Easter Triduum can be unlocked 
and made more fruitful for the faithful.  
 
Participants will return to their parishes 
with theological knowledge, spiritual 
depth, and resources for music and 
liturgical practice. Participants will 
take home a packet of music and 
notes for use in their parishes.  
 
For more information, please contact 
the Liturgical Institute at 
www.liturgicalinstitute.org or 847-837
-4542. 


