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Dear Parishioners and Friends of Holy Family,   
 
Happy Easter! The Lord has Risen! Alleluia, 
Alleluia!  
 
The greetings of Easter resound from one end of 
the earth to another. This morning, once again, 
we acknowledge that life prevails over death. 
Hope is stronger than despair. The empty tomb 
stands as a great testimony that nothing could 
hold the risen Christ. His light is eternal.  
 
I had the great privilege of offering Mass 
several weeks ago at the Basilica of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. This is 
the most sacred place in Christendom and is a place that reflects the reality of 
the past and the challenges of the present. To this very day there are deep 
divisions and controversies among various Christian groups that lay claim to 
the place where òthey laid Jesus and prepared his body for burialó. Rather 
than a place to unify it still divides and stands as a painful reminder of 
divisions that remain within the Church, the Body of Christ.  
 
This Easter, I pray for a renewed desire to work for unity. Divisions not only 
separate Christians, deep divisions separate us as a nation. Many families 
suffer divisions as well. Jesus came, ôthat we all might be oneó. The vision of 
Our Risen Lord, is a challenge that demands our prayerful response. May we 
find new energy to bridge the divides that keep us from approaching the 
unity the Lord invites us to share.  
 
This week, hundreds of people came to celebrate Holy Family's 151st Holy 
Week. From the soaring music of Rachmaninoff's óVespers", to Sam Parker's 
breathtaking performance of òCalvaryó, to the joyful delight of children 
receiving their Easter Baskets, to the crowds that visited the Church last 
Thursday, We are Blessed! This Holy Week reminded me over and over how 
the Lord has Blessed this community of faith for generations. Our beautiful 
Church is in many ways an Easter icon, life finds a way!  
 
One of things I most love about Easter Sunday is celebrating this day with so 
many people who feel connected to Holy Family. Welcome back to our legion 
of supporters, former parishioners, visitors, relatives and college students. This 
year we have almost 80 weddings scheduled and I welcome many engaged 
couples here this morning as well as many couples who were married in our  
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Focus on the Word  
 The Sunday readings are placed in this bulletin 
for the benefit of those who might have a hearing 
impairment, and for your reflection before Mass 
and during the week.  Since an important part of 
our Sunday worship is hearing the scripture 
proclaimed, we urge you to LISTEN to the readings 
as they are proclaimed.  Thank you. 

 

Reading 1 

Acts 10:34a, 37-43 

Peter proceeded to speak and said:"You know what has happened all over 

Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached, how God 

anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power. He went about doing 

good and healing all those oppressed by the devil,  for God was with him. We 

are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. 

They put him to death by hanging him on a tree. This man God raised on the third 

day and granted that he be visible, not to all the people, but to us, the witnesses 

chosen by God in advance, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 

dead. He commissioned us to preach to the people and testify that he is the one 

appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets 

bear witness, that everyone who believes in him will receive forgiveness of sins 

through his name."  

The Word of the Lord 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 

 

 

Reading II 

Col 3:1-4 or I Cor 5:6b-8  

Brothers and sisters: f then you were raised with Christ, seek what is above,  

where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Think of what is above, not of 

what is on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

When Christ your life appears, then you too will appear with him in glory. 

The Word of the Lord 

 

Gospel 

Jn 20:1-9 

On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the 

morning, while it was still dark,  and saw the stone removed from the tomb. 

So she ran and went to Simon Peter  and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, 

and told them,  òThey have taken the Lord from the tomb,  and we don't know 

where they put him." So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the 

tomb. They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter  and arrived at 

the tomb first;  he bent down and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in. 

When Simon Peter arrived after him,  he went into the tomb and saw the burial 

cloths there,  and the cloth that had covered his head,  not with the burial cloths 

but rolled up in a separate place. Then the other disciple also went in,  the one 

who had arrived at the tomb first,  and he saw and believed. For they did not yet 

understand the Scripture  that he had to rise from the dead. 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
Church. We are blessed with your 
presence here this morning. You are 
ALWAYS welcome!  
 
Last night, at our Vigil, Davieon 
Hightie was baptized, Wilma 
Gibson was received into the 
Church, Carol Ho, Yvonne 
Hernandez, Domingo Hernandez, 
Bethany Villarruel and Andrew 
Claudio were confirmed. The Easter 
sacraments are signs of grace not 
only to those receiving but to the 
whole community of faith. 
Congratulations to all those who 
celebrated new moments in their 
spiritual journeys. I thank Deacon 
Rudy Kotleba for his tireless efforts 
to prepare our candidates. 
  
May you and your loved ones have 
a Blessed Easter!  
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