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Holy Family  

A Word from Father Jerry   
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
Today we celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation 
as our liturgy of this Fourth Sunday of Advent 
begins. Make straight the path of the Lord is the 
cry of John the Baptist. What needs to be healed 
or challenged if we are to òmake roomó for the 
Lord this Christmas? 
 
The sacrament of reconciliation is a great opportunity to open our hearts to the 
Lordõs love and mercy. We canõt help but be moved by the grace of this 
sacrament. I appreciate your patience as we move through the celebration this 
morning. Sometimes issues come to mind that you would like to explore or discuss 
in more detail than can be addressed in a communal service like we are having 
this morning. I would be happy to connect with you at another time if you would 
like. 
 
Last weekend was quite busy. We had our Christmas Jazz Party on Saturday and 
it was great music and food. The turnout was smaller; I know this time of the year 
is so busy. We need to find more times for us to get together and celebrate our 
friendships. We have so many new people and gatherings like last Saturday can 
help to build a sense of community. The 2 concerts by the Chicago Chorale of the 
Messiah were spectacular. Hundreds of people came and the Church was alive 
with the music of Handel. The Chicago Chorale will be performing another concert 
on the Eve of Palm Sunday, Rachmaninoffõs Vespers. Sunday we had the toys 
delivered from the Kandy Kane Ball. Wow! Hundredõs of toys and 50 bikes that 
were to be shared by a number of organizations including Holy Family. Special 
thanks to Paul Manning and his committee for an outstanding effort. 
 
Our Christmas Party for the children of the community was another great success 
yesterday. We had the largest crowd ever. The food, toys and Santa were great. 
Thanks to Virginia Clayton and her committee for a great job in organizing this 
annual event. Last Friday, the Holy Family Scholarship Program had their 
Christmas party in Damen Hall. This week the food pantry will be distributing 
hundreds of chickens to families in need. I really appreciate the heroic efforts of 
the food pantry staff and the volunteers who pull the chickens out of ice, package 
them and hand them out. 
 
Our liturgy committee has a big week ahead. We are so blessed by their 
devotion to the planning and executing of the liturgy. Thank-you for your 
cooperation regarding the announcements. The liturgy committee is responding to 
the principle of limiting disruptions to the rhythm of the mass. Parishes are 
encouraged to give announcements before the liturgy begins. We will continue to 
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Focus on the Word  
 The Sunday readings are placed in this bulletin 
for the benefit of those who might have a hearing 
impairment, and for your reflection before Mass 
and during the week.  Since an important part of 
our Sunday worship is hearing the scripture 
proclaimed, we urge you to LISTEN to the readings 
as they are proclaimed.  Thank you. 

 
Reading 1 
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 
When King David was settled in his 
palace, and the LORD had given him 
rest from his enemies on every side, he 
said to Nathan the prophet, òHere I 
am living in a house of cedar, while 
the ark of God dwells in a tent!ó 
Nathan answered the king, 
òGo, do whatever you have in mind, 
for the LORD is with you.ó But that 
night the LORD spoke to Nathan and 
said: òGo, tell my servant David, ôThus 
says the LORD: Should you build me a 
house to dwell in?õ 
òIt was I who took you from the 
pasture and from the care of the flock 
to be commander of my people Israel. 
I have been with you wherever you 
went, and I have destroyed all your 
enemies before you. And I will make 
you famous like the great ones of the 
earth. I will fix a place for my people 
Israel; I will plant them so that they 
may dwell in their place without 
further disturbance. Neither shall the 
wicked continue to afflict them as they 
did of old, since the time I first 
appointed judges over my people 
Israel. I will give you rest from all your 
enemies. The LORD also reveals to you 
that he will establish a house for you. 
And when your time comes and you 
rest with your ancestors, I will raise up 
your heir after you, sprung from your 
loins, and I will make his kingdom firm. 
I will be a father to him, and he shall 
be a son to me. Your house and your 
kingdom shall endure forever before 
me; your throne shall stand firm 
forever.ó 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
For ever I will sing the goodness of the 
Lord. 
 
Reading II 
Rom 16:25-27 
Brothers and sisters: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ADVENT PRAYER 

Jesus, today I prepare for YOUR 
BIRTHDAY -- in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. --- Help me to give 
the GIFT of FORGIVENESS -- to 
others who have hurt me -- so that 
all of us -- may JOYFULLY 
CELEBRATE YOUR BIRTHDAY.  
Amen 

reflect on ways to enhance the liturgy. 
By beginning the liturgy with the 
announcements we are also hoping to 
begin on time and conclude in a 
reasonable period of time. If you 
would like to have an announcement 
made, please get it to the parish 
office by Wednesday. 
 
Thanks to all who have helped to 
make this yearõs Giving Tree such a 
success. I know that that many will 
have a brighter Christmas because of 
the kindness and generosity of others. 
Special thanks to Marilyn Reidy for 
organizing the project. 
 
Josephine Ramirez has done a great 
job selling Christmas Wreaths this 
year. We are on track to set a new 
record for sales! There are still plenty 
of evergreens left. Proceeds from the 
sale underwrite our religious Ed 
program and help underwrite the cost 
of decorating the Church for 
Christmas. 
 
Please make note of the times for all 
of our upcoming services for Christmas. 
It is going to be great! 
 
Have a blessed week, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To him who can strengthen you, according 
to my gospel and the proclamation of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of 
the mystery kept secret for long ages 
but now manifested through the prophetic 
writings and, according to the command 
of the eternal God, made known to all 
nations to bring about the obedience of 
faith, to the only wise God, through Jesus 
Christ be glory forever and ever. Amen.  

The Word of the Lord 
 
Gospel 
Lk 1:26-38 
The angel Gabriel was sent from God to 
a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, 
of the house of David, and the virginõs 
name was Mary. And coming to her, he 
said, òHail, full of grace! The Lord is with 
you.ó But she was greatly troubled at 
what was said and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. Then the angel 
said to her, òDo not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favor with God. 
 
òBehold, you will conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, and you shall name him 
Jesus. He will be great and will be called 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God 
will give him the throne of David his 
father, and he will rule over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there 
will be no end.ó But Mary said to the 
angel, òHow can this be, since I have no 
relations with a man?ó And the angel said 
to her in reply, òThe Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you. Therefore the 
child to be born will be called holy, the 
Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, your 
relative, has also conceived a son in her 
old age, and this is the sixth month for her 
who was called barren; for nothing will 
be impossible for God.ó Mary said, 
òBehold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. 
May it be done to me according to your 
word.ó Then the angel departed from her. 

The Gospel of the Lord 



Liturgy 

December 21 at 9:45 am 

Presider ......... Reverend Jeremiah Boland 
Cross Bearer ..................... Virginia Clayton  
Candle Bearers..................... Tom OõMalley 
                                      & Katie Terone 
Banner Carrier ..................... Willie Ramsey 
Lectors .................................... Judy Neafsey 
                                     &Terry Conway 
Responsorial Psalm...........  Dan O'Holleran 
Communion Ministers..  Josephine Ramirez,       
Louise Jones, Linda Gaspero, Betty 
Ferguson, Rita Gardner, Antonio Canino, 
Dawn OõHolleran 
Altar Servers ....................... Gianni Mancini 
                                    & Amare Wilson 
 
Next Sunday, December 28 at 9:45am 
Lectors .................................... Matthew May 
                                 & Virginia Clayton 
Altar Server .............................. Angel Avila 
 
December Greeters 
Matthew May, Ruthie Jones Clay,  and 
Sol Giampa 
 
December Collection Ministers 
Eastside  ....................................... Felix Rubin 
East Center ............................... Julia Haynes 
Westside .............................. Antonio Fabian 
West Center .......................... Damien Grant 

 
Sunday Collection  

December 7 ........................... $2,516.73 
December 14 ......................... $3,464.00 
Religious Retirement Fundé$1,511.62 
 
Please remember to print your name 
and address on your envelopes. 

 
COMING EVENTS 

Dec. 24th  - Mass for the Vigil of      
     Christmas  5:00p.m. 
                  Christmas Carols with the  
                  Gospel Choir 9:30p.m. 
                  Solemn Liturgy of the Vigil of   
                  Christmas 10:00p.m. 
Dec. 25th  - Celebration of the Nativity of  
                  Our Lord 9:45a.m. 
Dec. 28th  - The Feast of the Holy Family 
                  9:45a.m. Mass & Reception 
                 Special Exhibition òThe Hidden  
                  Treasures of Holy Familyó 

Please Remember in your Prayers: 
Steve Archer, Robert Bolden, Mary P. 

Higens, Gertrude Hill,  Mildred 
Jackson, Mary Murphy, Susie Rhodes, 

Luke Strotman, and Noah Stuart 

Recently Deceased 
Eloise Lewis 

Our warmest welcome to all who 
celebrate with us.  Whether long time 
residents or newly arrived at the 
parish, we thank God for you!  If you 
are not registered, or if your address, 
or phone number has changed, please 
see Jerry Hossli. 

 
Today there will be a second 
collection for the Hospitality supplies. 

 
Gloria Danta 

Christmas Day:  
Emilio Vitiello 

 
HOLIDAY BULLETIN DEADLINE 

All articles must be into the office by 
noon on the due date. 
Sunday Jan. 4, due Tuesday Dec. 30 

PICTURES -  Please claim the pictures 
of your loved ones which are on the 
altar in the west transept.  Thank you 
for bringing them for the November 
shrine! 

THANK YOU!   I wish to express deep 
gratitude on behalf of all the religious 
who will benefit from your generous 
contributions last week to the 
Retirement Fund for Religious.  I can 
assure you that you will be 
remembered in prayer by all those 
persons.  Just in case you weren't here 
last week,  your contribution would still 
be welcome.  Simply place it in an 
envelope marked Retirement Fund for 
Religious.   Thank you, again.    Sister 
Marion, BVM 

 
4th Sunday of Advent 
 In Mother Teresa's speech 
before the National Prayer Breakfast in 
1994, she related a story of how she had 
been told of a starving Hindu family. 
Quickly, she gathered as much rice as she 
could spare from her orphanage and 
went to see the family. There were 
several children, their eyes "shining with 
hunger" as Mother Teresa put it. The 
children's mother left the house for a short 
time; when she returned, Mother Teresa 
wanted to know where she had gone. 
"They were hungry, too," she told her, 
referring to a neighboring Muslim family. 
 A mother is presented with an 
unexpected gift, and without thought of 
self immediately sets about to share it 
with the world. Gabriel has proclaimed 
that Mary not only is pregnant, but that 
she will give birth to the Savior of the 
world. Talk about unexpected gifts! 
We have a tendency to sometimes 
take this story matter-of-factly, but 
perhaps during this final week of 
Advent, we might take a few 
moments to quietly reflect on Mary 
and how she immediately knew 
and freely accepted her role in 
being part of God's greatest gift. 
 The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church teaches us that 
Mary most perfectly embodies the 
definition of faith. From her humble 
acceptance of the angel Gabriel's 
news to her trust as her son-God's 
Son-was led to his death, reveals to 
us that a mother's faith and love 
can be perfect (CCC 148-149). In 
these last few days before 
Christmas, share in the joy of the 
season with your mother, even if it 
is only in her memory. If there has 
been a falling out, know that she 
has never stopped loving you; 
reach out to her, tell her you love 
her and that life begins today.  
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