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Holy Family  

A Word from Father Jerry   
 
Dear Parishioners,  
 
Today is Gaudaute Sunday. The Sunday of Joy, we 
are now past the halfway point to Christmas. The 
Advent readings begin to shift as the events that 
led to Our Lord's birth are retold.  
 
All around us the pace of life is moving fast. Many 
preparations and seasonal activities deepen the 
excitement as Christmas approaches.  
 
Last night we had a wonderful Christmas Party in Damen Hall. I wish to thank Jane 
Justic and Jerry Hossli for a lovely evening. Last night was also the Kandy Kane 
Ball and I thank Paul Manning and his committee for another outstanding effort in 
gathering toys for families in need. Many social organizations will benefit from 
the generosity of so many.  
 
This afternoon there are 2 performance of Handel's Messiah. The highly acclaimed 
Chicago Chorale will perform. Last year's performance was terrific.  
 
Next weekend we have our annual children's Christmas party. Under the 
leadership of Virginia Clayton and her many elves, it will be fantastic. Next 
Sunday, we will have our Advent reconciliation service. There will be an afternoon 
of recollection by Gerry Dignan. Please sign up! Lunch is included.  
 
There are still Christmas wreaths, garland, swags,  mantle and table evergreens. 
Thanks to Josephine Ramirez for organizing this year's sale.  
 
On Christmas Eve, we will have masses at 5:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. The 5:00 p.m. 
will feature the renowned organist William Whitehouse who will be using the Rice-
Frobenious organ, Christmas Carols at 9:30 p.m. will be led by our Gospel Choir 
who will also be featured at the 10:00 p.m. mass.  
 
Today's second collection is in support of retired religious. Here at Holy Family, 
we have been greatly blessed by the efforts of religious nuns and priests. Your 
support of this collection insures that the retired will have their basic needs 
attended to. Thank-you!  
 
Recent acquisitions: Holy Family has received some beautiful gifts in recent weeks; 
a family that donated to Sr. Otilie's Christmas sale also donated an antique sick 
call set that is in the parish conference center. A number of beautiful prints of the 
paintings of Caravaggio were donated by my brother, Fr. Mike Boland and I was 
given a beautiful hand carved cross from Rwanda which had been given to 
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Focus on the Word  
 The Sunday readings are placed in this bulletin 
for the benefit of those who might have a hearing 
impairment, and for your reflection before Mass 
and during the week.  Since an important part of 
our Sunday worship is hearing the scripture 
proclaimed, we urge you to LISTEN to the readings 
as they are proclaimed.  Thank you. 

 
Reading 1 
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11 
 
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has 
sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives and release to the prisoners, to announce a year of favor 
from the LORD and a day of vindication by our God. 
I rejoice heartily in the LORD, in my God is the joy of my soul; for he has clothed 
me with a robe of salvation and wrapped me in a mantle of justice, like a 
bridegroom adorned with a diadem, like a bride bedecked with her jewels. 
As the earth brings forth its plants, and a garden makes its growth spring up, 
so will the Lord GOD make justice and praise spring up before all the nations. 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
My soul rejoices in my God. 
 
Reading II 
1 Thes 5:16-24 
 
Brothers and sisters: 
Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the 
will of God for you in Christ Jesus. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise 
prophetic utterances. Test everything; retain what is good. Refrain from every kind 
of evil. 
May the God of peace make you perfectly holy and may you entirely, spirit, soul, 
and body, be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
one who calls you is faithful, and he will also accomplish it.  

The Word of the Lord 
 
Gospel 
Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 
 
A man named John was sent from God. He came for testimony, to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to 
testify to the light. 
And this is the testimony of John. When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests 
and Levites to him to ask him, òWho are you?ó He admitted and did not deny it, 
but admitted, òI am not the Christ.ó So they asked him, òWhat are you then? Are 
you Elijah?ó And he said, òI am not.ó òAre you the Prophet?ó He answered, òNo.ó 
So they said to him, òWho are you, so we can give an answer to those who sent 
us? What do you have to say for yourself?ó He said: òI am the voice of one crying 
out in the desert, ômake straight the way of the Lord,õó as Isaiah the prophet said.ó 
Some Pharisees were also sent.  They asked him, òWhy then do you baptize 
if you are not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?ó John answered them, òI baptize 
with water; but there is one among you whom you do not recognize, the one who 
is coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.ó This happened in 
Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADVENT PRAYER 

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph -- this 
week I continue my journey with 
you to Bethlehem.  May the rose 
candle, a symbol of rejoicing -- fill 
me with JOY -- and remind me to 
journey JOYFULLY each day with 
you.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noemi Kathleen Percoco 

Welcome!  

Cardinal Bernardin by the Catholic 
Relief Services for his support of the 
Rwandan people during the genocide. 
Many have commented on the 
beautiful pictures of the Church that 
are in the posters for the Chicago 
Chorale concerts. Someone had them 
framed and they hang in the Board 
Room of the parish conference center. 
Some wondered what happened to 
the pictures in the vestibule. They had 
to be taken down when the water 
fountains were installed. They are now 
hanging in Damen Hall. There will be 
new pictures hanging in the vestibule 
by Christmas time.  
 
Have a blessed week,  
 
 
 
 
 
 


