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Holy Family 

A Word from Father Jerry   
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
Today begins the season of Advent. The liturgy 
committee invites us to reflect on the theme “Making 
Room”. One of the disturbing elements of the 
Christmas story was that there was no room in any 
Inn, as Mary was preparing to give birth to Jesus. 
Since that first rejection, generations of believers 
have had to grapple with the challenge, am I 
making room for the Lord? Has he been “crowded” out because of so many other 
distractions and claims on our time? 
 
This theme is important because the power of this coming Christmas will largely 
depend on how well we “make room” for Christ. We all have to make choices in 
order for the Lord to “find” room in our hearts. 
 
Holy Family has many opportunities in the coming weeks to spiritually prepare: 
 1) Make room for the Lord through prayer. Get one of our Advent books 
 and take advantage of the scripture and prayers for the day. Special 
 thanks to Jim Decorrevont for the books. 
 2) Make room for the Lord by helping at the food pantry, spreading the 
 word about our Christmas Services with Jerry Hossli or helping to 
 decorate the Church for Christmas. 
 3) Make room for the Lord by celebrating the sacrament of reconciliation 
 on Dec. 21st. 
 4) Make room for the Lord by attending the Advent afternoon of 
 reflection being led by Gerry Dignan on Dec. 21st. 
 5) Make room for the Lord by participating in the Giving Tree  
These are just a few ways that this Advent could be the best ever! 
 
Today we join people from all over in remembering one of Chicago‟s most tragic 
days. 50 years ago, 92 children and 3 BVM‟s were killed in a fire at Our Lady of 
the Angel‟s School. Our hearts go out to all those who were touched by this 
tragedy. This afternoon, hundreds will gather in the Church at 2:30 p.m. to 
remember this moment when the heart of Chicago was broken with such loss.  The 
Mass will be presided by Bishop Manz and has been planned by the Friends of 
Our Lady of Angels. There is a copy of a Pontifical Blessing by the Holy Father to 
mark this anniversary as well as a proclamation by the City Council. Tomorrow, all 
schools mark a moment of silence and flags will be hung at half mask. 
 
Yesterday there was a moving gathering of survivors and the families of victims at 
Queen of Heaven cemetery where many of the victims are buried. The Sisters of 
Charity planned the memorial service, because three of their Sisters died in the 
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Focus on the Word 
 The Sunday readings are placed in this bulletin 
for the benefit of those who might have a hearing 
impairment, and for your reflection before Mass 
and during the week.  Since an important part of 
our Sunday worship is hearing the scripture 
proclaimed, we urge you to LISTEN to the readings 
as they are proclaimed.  Thank you. 

 
 
Reading 1 
Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7 
 
You, LORD, are our father, our redeemer you are named forever. Why do you let 
us wander, O LORD, from your ways, and harden our hearts so that we fear you 
not? Return for the sake of your servants, the tribes of your heritage. Oh, that you 
would rend the heavens and come down, with the mountains quaking before you, 
while you wrought awesome deeds we could not hope for, such as they had not 
heard of from of old. No ear has ever heard, no eye ever seen, any God but you 
doing such deeds for those who wait for him. Would that you might meet us doing 
right, that we were mindful of you in our ways! Behold, you are angry, and we 
are sinful; all of us have become like unclean people, all our good deeds are like 
polluted rags; we have all withered like leaves, and our guilt carries us away like 
the wind. There is none who calls upon your name, who rouses himself to cling to 
you; for you have hidden your face from us and have delivered us up to our guilt. 
Yet, O LORD, you are our father; 
we are the clay and you the potter: we are all the work of your hands. 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved. 
 
Reading II 
1 Cor 1:3-9 
 
Brothers and sisters: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
I give thanks to my God always on your account for the grace of God bestowed 
on you in Christ Jesus, that in him you were enriched in every way, with all 
discourse and all knowledge, as the testimony to Christ was confirmed among you, 
so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revelation of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. He will keep you firm to the end, irreproachable on the day 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, and by him you were called to fellowship 
with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

The Word of the Lord 
 
Gospel 
Mk 13:33-37 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
“Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time will come. It is like a man 
traveling abroad. He leaves home and places his servants in charge, each with his 
own work, and orders the gatekeeper to be on the watch. Watch, therefore; you 
do not know when the Lord of the house is coming, whether in the evening, or at 
midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning. May he not come suddenly and find 
you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to all: „Watch!‟” 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

fire. 
 
Later today, at 6:30 p.m. we will have 
our annual Choir Concert. It is always 
a great event and something you 
shouldn‟t miss! 
 
Special thanks to all who supported 
Sr. Otilie‟s Christmas sale last week. It 
was a great success and many 
treasures were discovered. Special 
thanks to Donna, Eileen and Dora who 
helped with all the planning. 
 
This week our food pantry gave out 
hundreds of turkeys to families in 
need. It was unbelievable and I am 
grateful to Faith, Hope and Charity 
Parish for the donation of the turkey‟s 
and our food pantry staff and 
volunteers who worked so hard to 
make sure that families in need would 
have a great Thanksgiving. Thanks 
also to everyone who have brought 
food and donations to the pantry. We 
always can use food or donations to 
keep the pantry well stocked. 
 
Don‟t forget to obtain a ticket for our 
Christmas Jazz party on Dec. 13th! 
Tickets are available in the back of 
Church. 
 
Have a blessed week and lets make 
room for the Lord! 
 
 
 
 
                      

 
 

MAKE ROOM 
As we are 
preparing for 
Christmas our 
calendars 
become 
increasingly 
crowded. “LET US 
MAKE ROOM” to 
prepare for 
Christ‟s coming 

within our hearts in special ways.  
Focus on the ‟true‟ spiritual meaning of 
this holiday.  Take the time out of our 
busy schedules to give the gift of 
ourselves to others.  



Liturgy 

November 30 at 9:45 am 

Presider ......... Reverend Jeremiah Boland 

Cross Bearer .......................... Anthony Karp  
Candle Bearers.................... Betty Ferguson 
                                   & Kathleen Rubin 
Banner Carrier .............. Josephine Ramirez 
Lectors ......................................... Lettece Lee 
                                    & Matthew May 
Responsorial Psalm................. Jay Borchert 
Communion Ministers.. ............  Jerry Hossli, 
Sr. Mary Angela, Renee Mason, Debra  
Higens, John King, Virginia McElligott,  
Willie Ramsey. 
Altar Servers ....................... Gianni Mancini 
                                    & Amare Wilson 
 
Next Sunday, December 7 at 9:45am 
Lectors ............................. Sabrina Cajandig 
                                 & Virginia Clayton 
Altar Server .............................. Angel Avila 
 
November Greeters 
Matthew May, Ruthie Jones Clay,  and 
Sol Giampa 
 
November Collection Ministers 
Eastside  ...................................... Jesse West 
East Center ............................... Sol Giampa 
Westside ............................... Willie Ramsey 
West Center ....................... George Canino 
 
December Collection Ministers 
Eastside  ....................................... Felix Rubin 
East Center ............................... Julia Haynes 
Westside .............................. Antonio Fabian 
West Center .......................... Damien Grant 
 
December Entrance Procession 
Cross Bearer ..................... Virginia Clayton  
Candle Bearers..................... Tom O‟Malley 
                                      & Katie Terone 
Banner Carrier ..................... Willie Ramsey 
Responsorial Psalm............ Dan O'Holleran 
 

Sunday Collection 
November 16 ........................ $2,679.07 
November 23 ........................ $2,705.41 
Campaign for Hum. Dev. ........ $367.62 
Christmas Sale ..................        $784.00 
 
Please remember to print your name 
and address on your envelopes. 

 

COMING EVENTS 
Dec. 6th    - Distribute holiday schedules 
                  9:00 a.m. 
Dec. 8th    - Feast of the Immaculate     
      Conception - Holy Day of 
      Obligation Mass at 12 noon 

Dec. 13th  - Holiday Jazz Pizza Party 7 - 
     11 p.m. 
Dec. 14th  - “The Messiah” by the Chicago 
                  Chorale 2:30p.m. & 7:30p.m. 
Dec. 20th  - Children‟s Christmas Party  
                  Damen Hall  11:00 a.m. 
Dec. 21st  - Reconciliation 
Dec. 24th  - Mass for the Vigil of      
     Christmas  5:00p.m. 
                  Christmas Carols with the  
                  Gospel Choir 9:30p.m. 
                  Solemn Liturgy of the Vigil of   
                  Christmas 10:00p.m. 
Dec. 25th  - Celebration of the Nativity of  

                  Our Lord 9:45a.m. 
Dec. 28th  - The Feast of the Holy Family 
                  9:45a.m. Mass & Reception 
                 Special Exhibition “The Hidden  
                  Treasures of Holy Family” 

Please Remember in your Prayers: 
Steve Archer, Robert Bolden, Mary 

Everett, Mary P. Higens, Gertrude Hill,  
Mildred Jackson, Sarah Jones, Minnie 

Lee Moore,  Mary Murphy, Betty 
Parker, Susie Rhodes, Luke Strotman, 

Noah Stuart, and Jim Sweeney 

Holy Family Holiday Jazz Party 
Dec. 13 - Damen Hall,  7 - 11 p.m. 
Tickets are $25 and include: Pompeii 
Pizza, soft drinks, beer and wine. 
Please join us for an enjoyable evening 
of dancing and music, provided by 
Sway Chicago. Contact Jane Justic, 312-
880-0288 or Jerry Hossli ,312- 492-
7142 with any questions.  Tickets will be 
on sale in the back of church after 9:45 
mass on Sun. 11/23,  11/30  and 12/6. 
No one under 21 will be admitted. 

If you have not yet returned your red 
and white, “Thanks be to God” card,  
please do so at your earliest 
convenience. 
 
Today the second collection will be for 
the Bereavement Ministry. 

Its that time of year, when you can make 
someone else's Christmas merry - And this 
year, it is more important than ever. 
Because of our struggling economy, more 
families are finding it hard to celebrate 
with gifts this Christmas. Our Christmas 
Giving Tree project provides a  perfect 
way for those who have not yet been 
impacted by the downturn in the economy 
to help those who have suffered because 
of it.  On November 30th, our Christmas 
Giving Tree will be in the back of the 
church, decorated with ornaments, each 
of which contains someone's Christmas 
wish. If you are able to help out as a 
Christmas elf, we ask you to take an 
ornament, fulfill the wish, wrap the gift, 
attach the ornament to the package 
(important for delivery to the right 
person), and return the gift to the Holy 
Family Giving Tree by Dec. 14th. After 
all the ornaments are taken from the tree, 
the tree will be moved to the front of the 
church and gifts can be placed under the 
tree on Dec. 7 or 14. We ask that only 
adults take ornaments. As in previous 
years, we will place a box under the tree 
for monetary donations as well. From this 
money, we will fulfill additional Christmas 
needs to the extent possible.  The 
Christmas Giving Tree has been a joyful 
project each year, helping to provide 
Christmas cheer to those in our community 
who need it most. At Holy Family, we are 
all of one family. Please consider 
choosing an ornament and returning a gift 
to our Holy Family Christmas tree by Dec. 
14th. You will be sharing in the true gifts 
of the Christmas. season.  

 
 

Emilio Vitiello 

Tonight is the night! Join us for the 
35th Anniversary Concert of the Holy 
Family Gospel Choir under the 
direction of Samuel Parker.  You will 
hear new songs and see the choir in 
new ways.  The doors open at 6p.m. 
and the concert begins at 6:30p.m.  
No tickets are necessary - a free will 
offering will be taken.  Do not let this 
opportunity to hear the choir raise the 
roof in praise and song! 

TODAY - Sunday envelopes will be 
distributed before and after the 
masses. These will be available near 
the Roosevelt Road entrance.  We 
urge you to use envelopes.  Thank you. 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING - If enough 
people, adults and supervised children, 
are interested we will go caroling in the 
neighborhood around Holy Family one 
evening before Christmas.  Please let 
Sister Marion know before or after 
mass. 

IMPORTANT LECTORS’ MEETING 
There is an important meeting for all 
lectors immediately after mass today 
in the west transept. 

                                         

             Guinevere  
         Frettilio Loftus 
                  & 
Nicholas James Pullos 
 


