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Masses 
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September 21 Å  Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Holy Family  

A Word from Father Jerry   
Dear Parishioners,  

Today begins the process of forming a religious 

education program for our young people. Being 

formed in the faith is a major responsibility for any 

community. We have responded each year with any 

number of efforts. Like you, I want to make sure that 

our children receive the best in terms of learning 

about our tradition and being formed in basic 

Christian values.  

The primary teachers of the faith for children are their parents. The parish at 

large also has an important part to play. This year, Mrs. Fran Serpe will be 

helping us get a program established. This will require a lot of listening and 

working together,  

Please join us for a meeting after mass today to begin this process. It is very 

important that we get a sense of the needs. Once we have a general idea we 

can move forward with specifics.  

I wanted to give you an update on the repairs going on in Damen Hall. Several 

weeks ago, we experienced severe flooding as a result of large storm that hit 

the Chicagoland area.  That was the storm that set off the tornado sirens. The 

pumping station that serves this part of the city also failed.  

Damen Hall experienced well over $20,000 dollars in flood related damage. 

After the clean up, dry wall had to be replaced, drains rotted out, several 

repairs to parts of the Church basement damaged by the high muddy water. In 

reviewing our drainage system that was installed a few years ago, we 

determined that those pumps and drainage tiles all functioned fine, the system 

couldn't handle the volume and the problems exasperated by the failed 

pumping station. The plumbing contractors recommended separated the sewage 

line from the line that takes in the rain water from the roof to further protect the 

Church from flooding. This would require, more pumps for the bathrooms and for 

the drain that disposes of water at the northwest stairwell. The proposal would 

provide for a basic remodeling of the two bathrooms, making them code 

compliant and handicap accessible.  

Have a Blessed week,  Fr. Jerry 



Focus on the Word  
 The Sunday readings are placed in this bulletin 
for the benefit of those who might have a hearing 
impairment, and for your reflection before Mass 
and during the week.  Since an important part of 
our Sunday worship is hearing the scripture 
proclaimed, we urge you to LISTEN to the 
readings as they are proclaimed.  Thank you. 

 Reading 1 
Is 55:6-9 
 
Seek the LORD while he may be found, call him while he is near. Let the scoundrel 
forsake his way, and the wicked his thoughts; let him turn to the LORD for mercy; 
to our God, who is generous in forgiving. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. As high as the heavens are above the 
earth, so high are my ways above your ways and my thoughts above your 
thoughts. 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
The Lord is near to all who call upon him. 
 
Reading II 
Phil 1:20c-24, 27a 
 
Brothers and sisters: 
Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.  For to me life is 
Christ, and death is gain.  If I go on living in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for 
me.  And I do not know which I shall choose.  I am caught between the two.  I long 
to depart this life and be with Christ, for that is far better.  Yet that I remain in the 
flesh is more necessary for your benefit. 
Only, conduct yourselves in a way worthy of the gospel of Christ.  

The Word of the Lord 
 
Gospel 
Mt 20:1-16a 
 
Jesus told his disciples this parable: 
òThe kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out at dawn to hire labor-
ers for his vineyard.  After agreeing with them for the usual daily wage, he sent 
them into his vineyard.  Going out about nine oõclock, the landowner saw others 
standing idle in the marketplace, and he said to them, ôYou too go into my vine-
yard, and I will give you what is just.õ So they went off.  And he went out again 
around noon, and around three oõclock, and did likewise.  Going out about five 
oõclock, the landowner found others standing around, and said to them, ôWhy do 
you stand here idle all day?õ They answered, ôBecause no one has hired us.õ He 
said to them, ôYou too go into my vineyard.õ When it was evening the owner of the 
vineyard said to his foreman, ôSummon the laborers and give them their pay, 
beginning with the last and ending with the first.õ When those who had started 
about five oõclock came, each received the usual daily wage.  So when the first 
came, they thought that they would receive more, but each of them also got the 
usual wage.  And on receiving it they grumbled against the landowner, saying, 
ôThese last ones worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us, 
who bore the dayõs burden and the heat.õ He said to one of them in reply, ôMy 
friend, I am not cheating you.  Did you not agree with me for the usual daily 
wage?  Take what is yours and go.  What if I wish to give this last one the same 
as you?  Or am I not free to do as I wish with my own money?  Are you envious 
because I am generous?õ Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last.ó 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Every day, in hospitals and 
churches of all denominations across 
the country, meetings are held to 
provide a means of support to those 
fighting the terrifying grip of 
addiction. At those meetings, there is 
never an issue as to the age of the 
attendees. Perhaps a person late in 
life has finally decided to do 
something about a lifelong problem; 
or perhaps a young person attends, 
hoping to avoid a lifelong problem. 
Either way, both are welcomed 
unconditionally; their goal and their 
reward are the same. 
 Today's Gospel reading gives 
us the parable of the landowner who 
hired laborers to work in his vineyard. 
As the day went on, he continued to 
bring laborers to his fields even up to 
the last hour of the day, yet all were 
paid the same wage. Those who had 
readily agreed to work all day for a 
certain wage-their reward-were not 
thrilled that those who had only 
worked an hour were given the same 
wage, the same reward. If our reward 
for believing in God is eternal life, 
what is the point of bringing others 
into the light if they shouldn't expect 
the same reward? 
 Of all of the characteristics of 
the human soul, one stands above the 
rest-hope. The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church teaches us that we as 
faithful followers of God are given the 
hope of glory in heaven if we love him 
and do as he directs through his word, 
his Son Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit 
(CCC 1821). In the parable of the 
landowner and the vineyard workers, 
we are given witness to hope; those 
laborers who were still waiting at the 
end of the day for a job were hopeful 
that they might work even for a short 
time in hopes that they could provide 
for their families. We stand at the 
altar with hope and faith that God will 
provide eternal life. 
©2008 Liturgical Publications Inc 

 
Our warmest welcome to all who 
celebrate with us.  Whether long time 
residents or newly arrived at the 
parish, we thank God for you!  If you 
are not registered, or if your address, 
or phone number has changed, please 
see Jerry Hossli. 



Liturgy 

September 21 at 9:45 am 

Presider ........... Reverend Jeremiah Boland  
Cross Bearer ...................... Caretha Carroll  
Candle Bearers........................ Julia Haynes 
                                  & Vincent Giampi 
Banner Carrier ..................... Tom McElligott 
Lectors .................................... Kathy Walton 
                                     & Jerry Walton 
Responsorial Psalm...........  Dan OõHolleran 
Communion Ministers..  Josephine Ramirez, 
Louise Jones, Betty Ferguson, Linda 
Gaspero, Rita Gardner, Antonio Canino, 
Pervis Balthazar 
Altar Servers ......................... Amare Wilson 
                                    & Amber Wilson 
 
Next Sunday, September 28 at 9:45am 
Lectors ................................ Matthew Aquino 
                                  & Christine Aquino 
Altar Server .............................. Angel Avila 
 
September Greeters 
Matthew May, Ruthie Jones Clay,  and 
Sol Giampa 
 
September Collection Ministers 
Eastside  .................................... Tony Canino 
East Center ............................. Cheryl Bowie 
Westside .............................Steve Broussard 
West Center ........................... Willie Wilson 

Sunday Collection  
 
September 7 .......................... $3,220.27 
September14 ........................ $1,800.00 

 
Thank You! 

Please remember to print your 
name and address on your enve-
lopes. 

 

 
COMING EVENTS 

 
Nov. 1st    - Celebration of the175th  
                  Anniversary of the Sisters 
      of Charity of the Blessed  
                  Virgin Mary ð BVMõs  
                  2:00 p.m. 
Nov. 23rd  -Sr. Otilieõs Christmas Sale 
 
 

Please Remember in your Prayers: 
 

Steve Archer, Robert Bolden, Mary 
Everett, Mary P. Higens, Mildred 
Jackson, Sarah Jones, Minnie Lee 

Moore, Betty Parker, Susie Rhodes, 
Luke Strotman, Noah Stuart, and Jim 

Sweeney 

 

 
Holy Family Honor Hours in 
conjunction with the Junior Knights and 
Daughters of St. Peter Claver are 
announcing the 
2nd Annual 
SUMMER SOCK 
DRIVE !! 
  
Please bring as 
many pairs of 
new, white athletic 
socks as you can 
handle to the church between today 
and September 21st and we will 
donate them to The Night Ministry as 
an act of Catholic Social Justice to 
help the Homeless ! 
  
Last year we collected over 1,000 
pairs!! Let's do it again ! 
 See Jay Borchert for more information 

 

Joseph Vitiello 

That We May Have Priestsé 
Over 98% of the diocesan priests in 
Chicago experienced their educational 
and spiritual formation in our seminary 
system.  To meet the challenge of 
priesthood, todayõs priests must master 
several skills including theology, 
pastoral skills, counseling, preaching, 
business and personnel management 
as well as speaking in 2 or even 3 
languages.  With your support, they 
begin to develop these skills in the 
seminary system of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago. The Collection for the 
Seminary System for the Archdiocese 
of Chicago September 27-28, 2008. 

Holy Familyõs 2008 (Sr. Otilieõs)    
 Christmas Sale 
We are currently 
accepting donations of 
new or like-new items 
including house hold 
items, toys, books, 
decorations, jewelry, etc. 
 
Bring your donations every Sunday 
starting September 21st through 
November 16th to the 9:45 Mass. 
 
If you have any questions, please 
contact Donna at 773 348-4087 or 
Dora at 773-315-7392. 

 
Thank you for your 
generosity and God bless!! 
 
 

 
There will be a 
meeting after 9:45 
mass today 
regarding the 
religious education 
program here at 
Holy Family.  Anyone interested is 
welcome to attend. 

INVITATION TO NEW 

PARISHIONERS 
 The LITURGY COMMITTEE invites ALL 
NEW PARISHIONERS to consider 
participating in a LITURGICAL 
MINISTRY:  Greeter, Entrance 
Procession, Assistant Coordinator of 
children in Entrance Procession and 
Recessional, Offertory Procession 
Coordinator, Eucharistic Minister, or as 
a member of the Liturgy Committee.  
For additional information and to 
volunteer, please see a member of the 
Liturgy Committee-- Pervis Balthazar, 
S. Mary Angela Buser, Sharon Ann 
Carroll, Nora Jackson, Minnie Lee 
Moore, or Josephine Ramirez.  THANK 
YOU! 

 
Anyone wishing to 
express 
condolences to 
the families of 
Viola Singleton or 
to Mary 
Cleveland may 
do so through the 
parish office.  
Cards, letters, 
etc., mailed to: 
 

Holy Family Parish 
Attn: Family of Viola Singleton or 
Attn: Mary Cleveland  
1080 W. Roosevelt Road 
Chicago, Il.  60608 
will be forwarded appropriately. 


