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Holy Family  

A Word from Father Jerry   
 
Dear Parishioners,  
 
This weekend we participate in the Labor Day 
celebration. Many see this weekend as the 
unofficial end of summer, but it is in fact an 
acknowledgement of the critical place issues 
related to work play in our lives.  
 
In modern times, Pope Leo was the first Pope to 
issue an encyclical on the importance of the rights of workers and significance we 
all have in making the world better as a result of our work. Recently, Pope John 
Paul II and the US Bishops have offered many teachings on the significance of 
issues related to the workplace.  
 
This weekend we reflect on the importance of our work and issues facing all those 
in the workplace. I am pleased that we can focus in on this issue through the 
celebration of this weekend's liturgy.  
 
I was just adding up my own receipts this past month for grocery shopping and 
was astounded how much costs have risen since this time last year. I am just one 
person; I can't imagine how hard it must be for families or those on a fixed 
income.  
 
Last weekend's parish picnic was fantastic! We were blessed with a beautiful day 
and what a turnout. I am grateful to everyone who helped out. Thanks especially 
to Bob Bolden who made it happen, to Odell Gordon, to Virginia Clayton, to Tony 
and Fannie Canino, to Rich and Debbie Russo from St. Raymond's, to Joyce Pugh, 
to Tony Karp, to Tony Fabian, to the Knights of Peter Claver, Betty Barking, to 
Chris Pugh, to Nealy Foods and so many others, THANK-YOU!!  
 
Please join me in expressing our sympathy to Julie McNellis on the death of her 
mother, Alice O'Neil who was buried from St. Germaine's this past week. Her 
funeral was such an affirmation of this blessed woman.  
 
We celebrated this past week the 40th wedding anniversary of Deacon Rudy 
Kotleba and his wife Eleanor's marriage, also Tony and Fannie Canino celebrated 
15 years!  
 
It was great to see the Archer's on Sunday. Steve is doing awesome and those 
twins are so beautiful. Jaime is an amazing woman!  
 
Religious Education is so important. Fran Serpe who has been helping us with music 
over the summer is an accomplished religious educator. She will be helping us here  
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Focus on the Word  
 The Sunday readings are placed in this bulletin 
for the benefit of those who might have a hearing 
impairment, and for your reflection before Mass 
and during the week.  Since an important part of 
our Sunday worship is hearing the scripture 
proclaimed, we urge you to LISTEN to the 
readings as they are proclaimed.  Thank you. 

  
 
Reading 1 
Jer 20:7-9 
 
You duped me, O LORD, and I let myself be duped; you were too strong for 
me, and you triumphed. All the day I am an object of laughter; everyone 
mocks me. 
 
Whenever I speak, I must cry out, violence and outrage is my message; the 
word of the LORD has brought me derision and reproach all the day. 
 
I say to myself, I will not mention him, I will speak in his name no more. But then 
it becomes like fire burning in my heart, imprisoned in my bones; I grow weary 
holding it in, I cannot endure it. 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 
 
Reading II 
Rom 12:1-2 
 
I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to offer your bodies as 
a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God, your spiritual worship.  Do not 
conform yourselves to this age but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and pleasing 
and perfect. 

The Word of the Lord  
 
Gospel 
Mt 16:21-27 
 
Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer 
greatly 
from the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed and on the 
third day be raised.  Then Peter took Jesus aside and began to rebuke him, 
òGod forbid, Lord! No such thing shall ever happen to you.ó  He turned and 
said to Peter, òGet behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me.  You are 
thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.ó 
 
Then Jesus said to his disciples, òWhoever wishes to come after me must deny 
himself, take up his cross, and follow me.  For whoever wishes to save his life 
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. What profit would 
there be for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?  Or what can one 
give in exchange for his life?  For the Son of Man will come with his angels in 
his Fatherõs glory, and then he will repay all according to his conduct.ó 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
at Holy Family to begin to develop a 
holistic religious ed program. She will 
be meeting with Virginia Clayton to 
explore possibilities to meet the needs 
of our growing population of children.  
 
Enjoy this holiday weekend!  
 
Fr. Jerry  

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

During the housing boom a couple of 
years ago, the airwaves were filled 
with commercials by mortgage lenders 
telling us that buying a house was the 
most important investment we could ever 
make in our lives. Unfortunately, some 

people lost everything in trying to buy 
more than they could afford when their 
payments increased down the road. 
Was this an investment, or merely a 
gamble? 

 "Whoever wishes to come after 
me must deny himself, take up his cross, 
and follow me." This is not as daunting a 
request as it sounds on the surface. Jesus 
is asking us to understand that while we 
are given many gifts during this earthly 

life such as wealth and property, we 
must always remind ourselves that it 
could all disappear in an instant. With 
faith, we are willing to accept whatever 
happens to us. 

 The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church reminds us that although we may 
suffer some sacrifices in our lives, we 
need only to remember the ultimate 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ. As he took up 
his cross, we are joined to him in taking 

up ours (CCC 618). He accepted his 
coming sacrifice; are we willing today 
to accept whatever sacrifices may be 
asked of us? Today in prayer, offer first 
your thanks for all that you have been 

given, and then offer it all back freely 
if it is asked of you. 
 
©2008 Liturgical Publications Inc 

 
On behalf of the collaborative successful 
effort of the Parish Council we want to 
thank the: Knights of Peter Claver under 
the direction of Grand Knight Bob 
Bolden, Odell Gordon, Tony Karp, The 
Fabian Family, The Tony Canino Family, 
Virginia Clayton, Betty Barking, and all 
those that made the Picnic a memorable 
one. Our picnic fed over 200 people. 
We look forward to next years picnic. 


