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Holy Family  

A Word from Father Jerry   
 

Dear Parishioners, 
  
Yesterday we had a wonderful celebration of 
the Bud Billiken Parade. I am grateful to Bob 
Bolden and the Knights of St. Peter Claver for 
all their hard work in organizing this effort. 
While the three most dreaded words of any 
child are, "back to school", the Parade 
reinforces how important school is. The parade also reminds adults of the 
important role they play. Parents must take an active role in the education 
process. Teachers have an essential role in the education process. It takes 
everyone to help create a supportive environment in order for our children 
to learn.  
 
This week's big storm took quite a toll on us here at Holy Family. Damen 
Hall was severely flooded. Our sump pump, drainage system was up and 
running but the shear volume of water was too much. We have spent the 
whole week trying to clean up. I will have an assessment done as to what 
improvements may be necessary to keep improving our ability to face 
large storms.  
 
This week also saw the decommissioning of the firehouse of Engine 18. A 
small crew will staff the house for a few more days until the whole 
operation moves to their new house on Blue Island. I will miss seeing the 
firefighters across the street. At the dedication of the new house, Sr. Otilie 
pointed out a great view of the bell tower of the Church can be seen 
through the bay door of the station. Holy Family will still be in view!  
 
One of the great features of the new fire house is its use of "green" 
technologies. In recent years there has been an increasing sensitivity to 
environmental friendly products and construction. I am concerned that we 
think "green" here at Holy Family as well.  
 
We hired a cleaning service three months ago that now thoroughly cleans 
the Church twice a week. They only use bio degradable, environmentally 
approved products. We had six trees planted on our grounds a few months 
ago. A big issue is energy use and as you can tell we have hundreds of 
light bulbs in the Church. I am having an energy audit conducted to 
determine how we might benefit from low energy, high efficient, LED  
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Focus on the Word  
 The Sunday readings are placed in this bulletin 
for the benefit of those who might have a hearing 
impairment, and for your reflection before Mass 
and during the week.  Since an important part of 
our Sunday worship is hearing the scripture 
proclaimed, we urge you to LISTEN to the readings 
as they are proclaimed.  Thank you. 

 
Reading 1 
1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a 
 
At the mountain of God, Horeb, Elijah came to a cave where he took shelter.  
Then the LORD said to him, òGo outside and stand on the mountain before the 
LORD; the LORD will be passing by.ó A strong and heavy wind was rending the 
mountains and crushing rocks before the LORDñ but the LORD was not in the 

wind.  After the wind there was an earthquakeñ but the LORD was not in the 
earthquake.  After the earthquake there was fireñ but the LORD was not in the 
fire.  After the fire there was a tiny whispering sound.  When he heard this, 
Elijah hid his face in his cloak and went and stood at the entrance of the cave. 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation. 
 
Reading II 
Rom 9:1-5 
 
Brothers and sisters: 
I speak the truth in Christ, I do not lie; my conscience joins with the Holy Spirit in 
bearing me witness that I have great sorrow and constant anguish in my heart.  
For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake 
of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh. 
They are Israelites; theirs the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the 
law, the worship, and the promises; theirs the patriarchs, and from them, 
according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.  

The Word of the Lord 
 
Gospel 
Mt 14:22-33 
 

After he had fed the people, Jesus made the disciples get into a boat and pre-
cede him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds.  After doing so, he 
went up on the mountain by himself to pray.  When it was evening he was there 
alone.  
Meanwhile the boat, already a few miles offshore, was being tossed about by 
the waves, for the wind was against it.  During the fourth watch of the night, he 
came toward them walking on the sea.  When the disciples saw him walking on 
the sea they were terrified.  òIt is a ghost,ó they said, and they cried out in fear.  
At once Jesus spoke to them, òTake courage, it is I; do not be afraid.ó  Peter said 
to him in reply, òLord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.ó  He 
said, òCome.ó  Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water toward 
Jesus.  
But when he saw how strong the wind was he became frightened; and, beginning 

to sink, he cried out, òLord, save me!ó  Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand 
and caught Peter, and said to him, òO you of little faith, why did you doubt?ó  
After they got into the boat, the wind died down.  Those who were in the boat 
did him homage, saying, òTruly, you are the Son of God.ó 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 
technology. I will keep you 
informed as I get a report on this 
study.  
 
Don't forget the upcoming 
celebrations of, the Parish Picnic, 
Labor Day and the feast of St. 
Peter Claver!  
 
Have a Blessed week,  
Fr. Jerry  
 
 
 

 
 
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 A couple of years ago, the 
American Psychological Association 
conducted a study on impulsiveness. 
From a group of 700 students, they 
selected thirty who drank at least four 
cups of coffee every day, and thirty 
who did not. Based on the research, it 
was found that the caffeine-
dependent students were much more 
prone to acting impulsively than the 
others. Could this explain Peter's 
behavior at times? Probably not, but 
he was impulsive! 
 What is the significance of 
today's reading from Matthew? The 
disciples venture out into a boat, far 
away from Jesus. As a storm threatens, 
Jesus appears to calm them. But Peter, 
often speaking before he thinks, asks 
Jesus to prove that he is real. Peter's 
initial doubt causes him to sink before 
his faith saves him. When we find 
ourselves further from Jesus than we 
should be, does doubt cloud our faith? 
 Peter was prone to acts of 
impulsiveness such as this. But the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 
teaches us that faith, indeed, is certain 
"because it is founded on the very 
word of God who cannot lie" (CCC 
157). When times become very tough 
for you, and you may feel further from 
your faith than ever, it is precisely at 
this time when you should reach out for 
Jesus, just as Peter did, and you will 
find that he is closer to you than ever. 
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Liturgy 

August 10 at 9:45 am 

Presider ........... Reverend Jeremiah Boland 
Cross Bearer ..................... Virginia Clayton  
Candle Bearers..................... Tom OõMalley 
                                      & Katie Terone 
Banner Carrier ..................... Willie Ramsey 
Lectors ................................ Virginia Clayton 
                               & Sabrina Cajandig 
Responsorial Psalm..............  Stacey Mullins 
Communion Ministers.. ...  Sr. Mary Angela, 
Jerry Hossli, Debra Higens, Renee Mason, 
John King, Virginia McElligott, Willie 
Ramsey 
Altar Servers ....................... Alonzo Johnson 
                                            & Ellie Ross 
 
Next Sunday, August 17 at 9:45am 
Lectors .................................... Matthew May 
                                        & Lettece Lee 
Altar Servers ............................ Troy Boccelli 
                                   & Gianni Mancini 
August Greeters 
Matthew May, Ruthie Jones Clay,  and 
Sol Giampa 
 
August Collection Ministers 
Eastside  .................................... Joe Ramirez 
East Center ................................... John Blyth 
Westside ................................ Odell Gordon 
West Center ................................. Rose Kelly 
 
 
 

 
Sunday Collection  

 
July 27 .................................... $2,171.38 
August 3.................................. $2,417.87 

Thank You! 
Please remember to print your 
name and address on your enve-
lopes. 

 
COMING EVENTS 

       
Aug. 24th  - Parish Picnic, Mass at Noon 
Sept. 7th   - Archdiocesan Celebration of  
                  the Feast of St. Peter Claver    
     12:00 noon, Bishop Joseph N.  
     Perry, celebrant 
Nov. 1st    - Celebration of the175th  
                  Anniversary of the Sisters 
      of Charity of the Blessed  
                  Virgin Mary ð BVMõs  
                  2:00 p.m. 
Nov. 23rd  -Sr. Otilieõs Christmas Sale 
 

Please Remember in your Prayers: 
Steve Archer, Mary Everett, Mary P. 

Higens, Mildred Jackson, Sarah Jones, 
Minnie Lee Moore, Betty Parker, Susie 

Rhodes, Viola Singleton, Luke 
Strotman, and Jim Sweeney 

Holy Family 
Honor Hours in 
conjunction with 
the Junior Knights 
and Daughters of 
St. Peter Claver 
are announcing 
the 2nd Annual 
SUMMER SOCK 
DRIVE !! 
  
Please bring as many pairs of new, 
white athletic socks as you can handle 
to the church between today and 
September 21st and we will donate 
them to The Night Ministry as an act of 
Catholic Social Justice to help the 
Homeless ! 
  
Last year we collected over 1,000 
pairs !! Let's do it again ! 
  
See Jay Borchert for more information 

 

 

 

Amelia Gonzalez 
Ellen Jordan (8/15) 

 

 

 

 

St. Pius V School Registration of 
students for 08-09 school year 

St. Pius V School is accepting 
registrations of students in pre-
kindergarten through 8th grade.  Call 
the school office at (312) 226-1590 
or visit the schoolõs website www.saint 
piusv.org for more information 

Solemnity of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

Holy Day of Obligation 
Friday, August 15 - Mass at1pm 

Chicago Catholic Men's Conference 
2008 

What is it?  A conference of men, for 
men and by men to explore what it 
means to be a Catholic man today in 
our modern world. 
Saturday, September 6, 2008 
Donald E. Stephens Convention Center 
Rosemont, Illinois 60118 
Visit Our Website and Register Online 
at: www.itsaguythingonline.org 
There is an $85.00 Registration fee 
which includes dinner.  For more 
information, please email the Office 
for Evangelization: 
dstearns@archchicago.org 

YOU WONõT WANT TO MISS THIS! 
The Bible and the Liturgy: Written 
Text Becomes Living Wordó 

Saturday, September 20th, 2008 
Join Dr. Scott Hahn, Mr. Jeff Cavins 
and other renowned speakers for a 
prayerful, inspirational and 
motivational investigation of the 
Biblical depths of the Churchõs Liturgy. 
Held at one of the countryõs most 
beautiful campuses, the conference will 
be punctuated by stimulating 
discussions and the offering of Mass 
and chanted Liturgy of the Hours. 
Registration opens at 7:30 am, and 
the day begins with Morning Prayer at 
9:00 am. 
The Liturgical Institute, 
University of Saint Mary of the Lake 
1000 East Maple Avenue 
 Mundelein, IL 60060 
For more information visit 
www.liturgicalinstitute.org or call  
847-837-4542 

 
 
The Brothers of the Christian Schools 
and the Board of Directors of De   
La Salle Institute cordially invite you 
to attend the Installation of Reverend 
Paul E. Novak, OSM as the President. 
 
Saturday, September 6, 2008 
Liturgical Celebration at 3 pm 
Reception to follow 
 
De La Salle Institute 
Institute Campus 
3455 S. Wabash Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60616 
 
Kindly respond to Barbara Herring at 
(312) 842-7355 ext. 139 or   
herringb@dls.org by August 22, 
2008. 


