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Holy Family  

A Word from Father Jerry 
 
Dear Parishioners,  
 
"Lord, send down your Spirit and Renew the Face of the 
earth" This ancient antiphon of Pentecost speaks to the 
ongoing renewal of the world by the Spirit. In every 
age there is need of new life and energy. Each 
generation presents new challenges to the proclamation of the Good News.  
 
Our parish has been blessed by the gifts of the Holy Spirit for over 150 
years. As we look to the future, the only way we will be successful will be 
our ability to allow the wisdom of the Holy Spirit to lead us and inspire us. 
How can this Spirit speak to us and encourage us? The parish council has 
been working very hard this year in looking to ways to better respond to 
the changing needs of our parish community.  
 
As we celebrate this Pentecost 2008, we acknowledge our dependence on 
the Spirit. Let this be a time of renewal and recommitment to our faith.  
 
Today is also Mother's Day and I wish to extend special greetings to the 
women in our lives who speak of life and hope. Take the time today to 
remember those women who have been Mother, Grandmother, Godmother 
and life giver for you. Let's praise God for those women who have inspired 
us and loved us!  
 
It is fitting that Mother's Day is also the annual collection for Catholic 
Charities. Charities is in many ways the face of the Church to thousands of 
people in need. In many ways giving a mother's love to those who are 
hurting. Our Vicariate benefits from a significant concentration of facilities 
that reach out. Last year 911 children were cared for in early childhood 
centers, 465, 917 clients were served at nutrition centers, 159 seniors were 
housed, shelters provided 15,908 nights of shelter for the homeless and 19, 
056 people received emergency assistance. This is just our vicariate. Please 
be generous in supporting this vital outreach to those in need.  
 
This past week Holy Family hosted a meeting for those working on 
immigration reform. This issue is critical to improving the quality of life and 
justice for all of us. They are planning some future gatherings to discuss the 
issues and to plan prayer services for parishes on the near west side.  
You may have noticed the beautiful set of communion cups we are using at 
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Focus on the Word  
 The Sunday readings are placed in this bulletin for the 
benefit of those who might have a hearing impairment, 
and for your reflection before Mass and during the week.  
Since an important part of our Sunday worship is hearing 
the scripture proclaimed, we urge you to LISTEN to the 
readings as they are proclaimed.  Thank you. 

Reading 1 
Acts 2:1-11 
When the time for Pentecost was ful-
filled, they were all in one place to-
gether. And suddenly there came from 
the sky a noise like a strong driving 
wind, and it filled the entire house in 
which they were. Then there appeared 
to them tongues as of fire, which parted 
and came to rest on each one of them. 
And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in different 
tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to 
proclaim. 
 
Now there were devout Jews from 
every nation under heaven staying in 
Jerusalem. At this sound, they gathered 
in a large crowd, but they were con-
fused because each one heard them 
speaking in his own language. They 
were astounded, and in amazement 
they asked, òAre not all these people 
who are speaking Galileans? Then how 
does each of us hear them in his native 
language? We are Parthians, Medes, 
and Elamites, inhabitants of Mesopota-
mia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt 
and the districts of Libya near Cyrene, 
as well as travelers from Rome, both 
Jews and converts to Judaism, Cretans 
and Arabs, yet we hear them speaking 
in our own tongues of the mighty acts of 
God.ó 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew 
the face of the earth. 

 

Reading II 
1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 
Brothers and sisters: 
No one can say, òJesus is Lord,ó except 
by the Holy Spirit. There are different 
kinds of spiritual gifts but the same 
Spirit; there are different forms of ser-
vice but the same Lord; there are differ-
ent workings but the same God who 
produces all of them in everyone. 
To each individual the manifestation of 
the Spirit is given for some benefit. 
 
As a body is one though it has many 
parts, and all the parts of the body, 
though many, are one body, so also 
Christ. For in one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body, whether Jews 
or Greeks, slaves or free persons, and 
we were all given to drink of one Spirit. 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Gospel 
Jn 20:19-23 
On the evening of that first day of the 
week, when the doors were locked, 
where the disciples were, for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood in their 
midst and said to them, òPeace be with 
you.ó When he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. The disci-
ples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
Jesus said to them again, òPeace be 
with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.ó And when he had said this, 
he breathed on them and said to them, 
òReceive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you 
forgive are forgiven them, and whose 
sins you retain are retained.ó 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

Mass. They are a gift of Cardinal 
George on the occasion of our 
150th Anniversary and are in 
memory of his grandmother who 
was baptized here at Holy Family. 
Thank-you Cardinal George!  
 
This week a project began to 
complete the restoration of the 
organ facade. Our dear friend 
and benefactor, Dieter Meister will 
be restoring the organ pipes to 
their original color which is pewter.  
 
This past week, St. Ignatius College 
Prep had a May Crowning in the 
Church. It was just beautiful and 
reminded me of the many May 
Crownings that have taken place  
over the years here. We have 
beautiful crowns that were 
rediscovered in our vault a few 
years ago that were used in these 
May Crownings. I have placed one 
of the crowns on our famous statue 
of Our Lady of Fatima at the 
Shrine of the Blessed Mother today. 
Please stop by and offer a prayer 
to the Blessed Mother who watches 
over us. Maria Immaculata, Ora 
Pro Nobis-Mary Immaculate, Pray 
for Us.  
Have a Blessed Week!  
Fr. Jerry 

 




