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A Word from Father Jerry

Dear Parishioners,

Sound the trumpet! Proclaim a Fast! With these stir-
ring words, the Prophet calls us to begin our Lenten
journey. Now it begins. For much of my life | have
not been a “Lent” person. By that | mean, the invita-
tion to begin a period of intense personal renewal and sacrifice was not
something | jumped into. As | get older though, | have developed a new
appreciation of this season.

Lent is in many ways a spiritual retreat. Through the Lenten disciplines of
prayer, fasting and almsgiving, our faith can deepen; our sense of Jesus’
call in our lives can become clearer. Lent can be hard work! Most of us
are reluctant to enter this kind of introspection. Like in other effort that is
successful, dedication and consistency to a process results in many blessing.

Let us pray for one another, that this Lent will be filled with many graces in
our desire to be a better person and to be more Christ like. Lent asks us to
take a hard look at ourselves, how can | be more patient, less critical, more
“other centered”? How can acts of charity and kindness be more a part of
my daily practice?

The Pope has asked us to reflect on the ways Jesus became poor for us.
The ways that Jesus himself allowed himself to truly become the servant of
others through self sacrifice.

Please take advantage of several offerings from the parish to enhance
your Lenten journey. Our Lenten prayer books provide a structure for a 6
minute reflection on Scripture everyday. This afternoon’s Lenten reflection
will be a great context to begin the season. Feb. 18th and 19%th is the
West Side Revival at Our Lady of Sorrow’s Basilica. We will celebrate the
Sacrament of Reconciliation on March 2nd. On Saturday march 15th plan
on attending the performance of Bach’s Passion of St. Matthew. Many con-
sider this one of the greatest pieces of Sacred Music written.

Why is Lent so early? Many have asked why we are starting Lent so early
this year. The date of Easter is set in relation to Passover, since in ancient
tradition the Last Supper was understood to be Jesus’ celebration of the
Passover Supper with his disciples. The date is based on an ancient calcu-
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The Sunday readings are placed in this bulletin for the
benefit of those who might have a hearing impairment,
and for your reflection before Mass and during the
week. Since an important part of our Sunday worship is
hearing the scripture proclaimed, we urge you to LISTEN
to the readings as they are proclaimed. Thank you.

A reading from the Book of Genesis:

The LORD God formed man out of the clay
of the ground and blew into his nostrils the
breath of life, and so man became a living
being.

Then the LORD God planted a garden in
Eden, in the east, and placed there the man
whom he had formed. Out of the ground the
LORD God made various trees grow that
were delightful to look at and good for
food, with the tree of life in the middle of
the garden and the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil.

Now the serpent was the most cunning of all
the animals that the LORD God had made.
The serpent asked the woman,

“Did God really tell you not to eat from any
of the trees in the garden2” The woman an-
swered the serpent: “We may eat of the
fruit of the trees in the garden; it is only
about the fruit of the tree in the middle of
the garden that God said, ‘You shall not eat
it or even touch it, lest you die.”” But the ser-
pent said to the woman:

“You certainly will not diel No, God knows
well that the moment you eat of it your eyes
will be opened and you will be like gods
who know what is good and what is evil.”
The woman saw that the tree was good for
food, pleasing to the eyes, and desirable
for gaining wisdom. So she took some of its
fruit and ate it; and she also gave some to
her husband, who was with her, and he ate
it. Then the eyes of both of them were
opened, and they realized that they were
naked; so they sewed fig leaves together
and made loincloths for themselves.

The word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm: Be merciful, O Lord, for
we have sinned.

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the
Romans:

Brothers and sisters:

Through one man sin entered the world,

and through sin, death, and thus death came
to all men, inasmuch as all sinned.

For if, by the transgression of the one,
death came to reign through that one,
how much more will those who receive the
abundance of grace and of the gift of
justification come to reign in life through
the one Jesus Christ. In conclusion, just as
through one transgression

condemnation came upon all, so, through
one righteous act, acquittal and life came
to all. For just as through the disobedience
of the one man the many were made sin-
ners, so, through the obedience of the one,
the many will be made righteous.

The word of the Lord

A reading from the holy Gospel according
Matthew:

At that time Jesus was led by the Spirit
into the desert to be tempted by the devil.
He fasted for forty days and forty nights,
and afterwards he was hungry. The
tempter approached and said to him,

“If you are the Son of God, command that
these stones become loaves of bread.”

He said in reply, "It is written: One does
not live on bread alone, but on every
word that comes forth from the mouth of
God.”

Then the devil took him to the holy city,
and made him stand on the parapet of the
temple, and said to him, “If you are the
Son of God, throw yourself down. For it is
written: He will command his angels con-
cerning you and with their hands they will
support you, lest you dash your foot
against a stone.” Jesus answered him,
“Again it is written, You shall not put the
Lord, your God, to the test.” Then the devil
took him up to a very high mountain, and
showed him all the kingdoms of the world
in their magnificence, and he said to him,
"All these | shall give to you, if you will
prostrate yourself and worship me.” At
this, Jesus said to him, "Get away, Satan!
It is written: The Lord, your God, shall you
worship and him alone shall you serve.”
Then the devil left him and, behold, angels
came and ministered to him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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lation; the first Sunday after the
first ecclesiastical full moon that
occurs next after the vernal equi-
nox. | hope that clears things up!
The ecclesiastical full moon is the
14th day of a new moon. The ver-
nal equinox is fixed as March 21st
by the Gregorian calendar. Easter
can never be any earlier than
March 22nd or later than April
25th. Ash Wednesday is set as 40
days before Easter and Pentecost
is set as 50 days after Easter.

Thank you for your patience last
week regarding the Catholic Ap-
peal. No process is perfect but
when taking a congregation
through a commitment effort that is
required, we must be sensitive to
those whose first language is not
English, people who have disabili-
ties that require more time to fill
out forms and people who have
difficulty seeing or hearing. We
are a parish so we must have a
process that allows everyone to
participate. Each year recommen-
dations are made to improve
things. Last year Holy Family re-
ceived almost $40,000 in a grant
from the Appeal to meet our Insur-
ance assessment. We are a recipi-
ent of the success of last year’s ap-
peal.

We had another very good Parish
Council meeting last Tuesday on
our continuing effort to respond to
some of the hopes and dreams of
last fall’s listening sessions.

Please do not park in the bus stop
zone in front of the Church. Tickets
unfortunately can not be contested
because the no parking zone is
clearly marked.

Have a most blessed Lent,

P ey



Liturgy

February 10 at 9:45 am

Presider .....Reverend Jeremiah Boland

Cross Bearer.....uucucenen. Tony Cannino
Candle Bearers............. Steve Archer &
Jane Justic
Banner Carrier ....ueeeeeenenee. Jesse West
Lectors.neneenaeens Sandi Tenfelde &

Jim Sweeney

Responsorial Psalm......Joyce McKenzie

Communion Ministers.......... Jerry Hossli,

Sr. Mary Angela, Renee Mason,

Debra Higens, John King,

Virginia McElligott, Willie Ramsey

Altar Servers.............. Alonzo Johnson &
Gianni Mancini

Next Sunday, February 17 at 9:45am
LeCtors . unenennecrennenne Dan O’Holleran &
Dawn O’Holleran

Altar Servers.. Amare Wilson & Amber
Clayton

February Greeters
Matthew May, Ruthie Jones Clay,
Viola Singleton, and Sol Giampa

February Collection Ministers
Eastside Joe Ramirez

East Center John Blyth
Westside ..eveencccnnnns Odell Gordon
West Center ...vcevrccnnnee Rose Kelly
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Sunday Collection
January 27, 2008................ $2,415.74
February 3, 2008......ccceuuue.. $3,423.50

Thank You!

Please help us with our accounting
process so that you can get proper
credit for your donation, by putting
your name and address on the front of
your envelopes.

Readings for the Week

February 10, 2007

Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Mt
25:31-46

Tuesday: Is 55:10-11/Mt 6:7-15

Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Lk 11:29-
32

Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-
25/Mt 7:7-12

Friday: Ez 18:21-28/Mt 5:20-
26

Saturday: Dt 26:16-19/Mt 5:43-
48

Come join us for the Parade!

The Knight of Peter Claver, Council
#381, of Holy Family Parish, will be in
the St. Patrick’s Day Parade on
Saturday, March 15, 2008. We will
leave for downtown from the church.
Please see Bob Bolden if you are
interested. We would like to have a
large group representing Holy Family.
All children must be accompanied by
an adult.

More details to follow!

Afternoon of Reflection for Women

You are invited to attend an
afternoon of reflection entitled "The
Attentive Heart" on Sunday, Feb. 24
from 1-5 PM. Sister Rea McDonnell,
SSND will share her insights on how
we grow in wisdom and grace
through discernment, searching for
what God's desire might be for us.
There will be periods of personal
prayer as well as small group
sharing.

Divine Savior Convent

4425 N. Ozanam in Norridge.
Please RSVP to Sister Carolyn at
708 899-3971 or

SCarolyn J@aol.com

The prayer group which meets at the
Parish Center on each Thursday
evening from 7:30 to 8:30 will
welcome anyone who wishes to join
us on the Thursdays of Lent. Call
Sister Francilla (312-243-6125) for
additional information.

JUST ONE HOUR A WEEK CAN MAKE
A BIG DIFFERENCE FOR A YOUTH!

Mercy Home for Boys and Girls, a
120 year old agency serving at-risk
youth, is seeking TUTORS for the
upcoming school year. Please join us
for an hour each week on a
designated evening to help with
homework, test preparation and
developing good study skills. You
don’t need to be a math expert!

Our campuses are in the West Loop
and Beverly /Morgan Park. For more
info or an application, please contact
us at volunteer@mercyhome.org, 312-
738-7552 or www.mercyhome.org.
Thank you.

Coming Events

Feb. 10th - Lenten afternoon
recollection with Jerry
Dignan
Feb. 18th - West Side Catholic
and 19th Revival, Our Lady of
Sorrows Basilica
March 15th - The Chicago Chorale
Performance: Bach’s
Passion of St. Matthew
7:00 p.m.
March 15th - St. Patrick’s Day parade
March 17th- Hamilton College Choir
Concert of Sacred Music
7:00 p.m.
Sept. 7th - Archdiocesan
Celebration of
the Feast of
St. Peter Claver12:00
noon
- Celebration of the175th
Anniversary of the Sisters
of Charity of the Blessed
Mother — BVM’s
2:00 p.m.

Nov. 1st



