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Holy Family  
April 25ÅFourth Sunday of Easter· World Day of Prayer for Vocations  

1 0 8 0  W .  R o o s e v e l t   

C h i c a g o ,  I l l i n o i s  6 0 6 0 8 Parish  
A Word from Father Jerry 
                                                                                       
Dear Parishioners, 
  
150 years ago, Holy Family Church opened its 
doors. For the three previous years the 
parishioners gathered at a temporary 
structure at 8th and May. Despite remarkable 
poverty and a deep recession (sound 
familiar?), on July 26, 1860, the Church was 
dedicated. Not only was the Church built in 
three years but the records indicate that 
60,000 confessions were heard, 151 
marriages and 1,462 baptisms in these three 
years.  
 
Bishop James Duggan, Bishop of Chicago 
celebrated the solemn consecration of Holy Family Church on Aug. 26th, 
1860. 13 Bishops were present. The Church measured 146 feet by 186 
feet. The architects were Dillenburg and Zucher. The interior of the Church 
was designed by John Van Osdel. The Main Altar was designed by Anton 
Buscher and was finally completed in 1865. The Mitchell Organ, the third 
largest in North America at the time was dedicated in 1870.  
We celebrate the enormous sacrifices and artistic splendor that went into 
this renowned house of worship.  
 
I extend special greetings to members of the Buscher family who are 
joining us this morning. From Germany and many places around the country 
they are gathering here for a family reunion. They are descendents of 
Anton and Sebastian Buscher who are responsible for much of the wood 
carving in the Church.  
 
I also welcome several others who along with Fr. Lane restored Holy Family 
beginning with the saving of the Church from demolition in 1990. Thank-you 
Jesus! This group led by John Vinci and Ward Miller did everything 
possible to restore Holy Family to its 19th century elegance.  
I am thrilled to announce that the Illinois State Historical Society has 
declared Holy Family as an Illinois Sesquicentennial Church by declaration 
of Governor Quinn and Mark Sorenson, President of the Illinois Historical 
Society.  
 



Focus on the Word  
 The Sunday readings are placed in this bulletin 
for the benefit of those who might have a 
hearing impairment, and for your reflection 
before Mass and during the week.  Since an 
important part of our Sunday worship is hearing 
the scripture proclaimed, we urge you to LISTEN to the readings as they 
are proclaimed.  Thank you. 

òThe Miracle on Roosevelt Roadó is 
available to purchase in the back of 
church after mass, in the parish office 
during business hours - 9 - 4:30, Mon - 
Fri, or online at 
www.ellidonpublication.com.   
Questions about the book can be 
directed to Ellidon Publications at 312-
945-3379 or via e-mail, 
ellidonbooks@aol.com. 

PLEASE TAKE ACTION TO HELP 
FIGHT HUNGER 

Non-perishable donations for our food 
pantry can be brought to church and 
placed in the back southwest corner.  
Or, you may wish to place a monetary 
donation in the collection basket in an 
�H�Q�Y�H�O�R�S�H���F�O�H�D�U�O�\���P�D�U�N�H�G���´�)�R�R�G���3�D�Q�W�U�\��
�'�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�µ�� 

 
Reading 1 
Acts 13:14, 43-52 
Paul and Barnabas continued on from Perga and reached Antioch in Pisidia. On the 

sabbath they entered the synagogue and took their seats. Many Jews and worshipers who 

were converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who spoke to them and urged 

them to remain faithful to the grace of God. 

 On the following sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 

When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and with violent abuse 

�F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�H�G���Z�K�D�W���3�D�X�O���V�D�L�G�����%�R�W�K���3�D�X�O���D�Q�G���%�D�U�Q�D�E�D�V���V�S�R�N�H���R�X�W���E�R�O�G�O�\���D�Q�G���V�D�L�G�����´�,�W���Z�D�V��
necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first, but since you reject it and condemn 

yourselves as unworthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. For so the Lord has 

commanded us, I have made you a light to the Gentiles, that you may be an instrument of 

�V�D�O�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���H�Q�G�V���R�I���W�K�H���H�D�U�W�K���µ 

 The Gentiles were delighted when they heard this and glorified the word of the Lord. All 

who were destined for eternal life came to believe, and the word of the Lord continued to 

spread through the whole region. The Jews, however, incited the women of prominence 

who were worshipers and the leading men of the city, stirred up a persecution against 

Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their territory. So they shook the dust from 

their feet in protest against them, and went to Iconium. The disciples were filled with joy 

and the Holy Spirit. 

The Word of the Lord 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
Alleluia. 

 

Reading 2 
Rev 7:9, 14b-17 
I, John, had a vision of a great multitude, which no one could count, from every nation, 

race, people, and tongue. They stood before the throne and before the Lamb, wearing 

white robes and holding palm branches in their hands. Then one of the elders said to me, 

�´�7�K�H�V�H���D�U�H���W�K�H���R�Q�H�V���Z�K�R���K�D�Y�H���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�H�G���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���R�I���J�U�H�D�W���G�L�V�W�U�H�V�V�����W�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���Z�D�V�K�H�G���W�K�H�L�U��
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 �´�)�R�U���W�K�L�V���U�H�D�V�R�Q���W�K�H�\���V�W�D�Q�G���E�H�I�R�U�H���*�R�G�·�V���W�K�U�R�Q�H���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�V�K�L�S���K�L�P���G�D�\���D�Q�G���Q�L�J�K�W���L�Q���K�L�V��
temple. The one who sits on the throne will shelter them. They will not hunger or thirst 

anymore, nor will the sun or any heat strike them. For the Lamb who is in the center of the 

throne will shepherd them and lead them to springs of life-giving water, and God will 

�Z�L�S�H���D�Z�D�\���H�Y�H�U�\���W�H�D�U���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�L�U���H�\�H�V���µ 

The Word of the Lord 

 

Gospel 
Jn 10:27-30 
Jesus said: 

�´�0�\���V�K�H�H�S���K�H�D�U���P�\���Y�R�L�F�H�����,���N�Q�R�Z���W�K�H�P�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���I�R�O�O�R�Z���P�H�����,���J�L�Y�H���W�K�H�P���H�W�H�U�Q�D�O���O�L�I�H�����D�Q�G��
they shall never perish. No one can take them out of my hand. My Father, who has given 

�W�K�H�P���W�R���P�H�����L�V���J�U�H�D�W�H�U���W�K�D�Q���D�O�O�����D�Q�G���Q�R���R�Q�H���F�D�Q���W�D�N�H���W�K�H�P���R�X�W���R�I���W�K�H���)�D�W�K�H�U�·�V���K�D�Q�G�����7�K�H��
�)�D�W�K�H�U���D�Q�G���,���D�U�H���R�Q�H���µ 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 
Special thanks to Dick Barry and 
Ellen Skerritt for all they have done 
to make this day so special.  
 
Next Sunday is the Virtus Training 
after Mass.  
 
Have a Blessed week,  
 
 
 
 
 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARé...polish 
your dancing shoes, 
plan on attending Holy 
�)�D�P�L�O�\�·�V���I�L�U�V�W���&�L�Q�F�R���G�H��
�0�D�\�R���0�R�W�K�H�U�·�V���'�D�\��
Dance on Friday, May 

7th. For details please see Josephine 
Ramirez. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank our Holy 
�)�D�P�L�O�\���´�I�D�P�L�O�\�µ���I�R�U���D�O�O���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�D�\�H�U�V����
cards, and words of encouragement 
that we received at the time of our 
recent surgeries and during our 
recovery. 
 - Daphne and Terrence Connolly 


