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Holy Family  
April 11ÅSecond Sunday of Easter - Divine Mercy Sunday 

1 0 8 0  W .  R o o s e v e l t   

C h i c a g o ,  I l l i n o i s  6 0 6 0 8 Parish  
A Word from Father Jerry 
                                                                                          
Dear Parishioners,  
 
All week we have been basking in the light of 
Easter joy. What a celebration of Holy Week 
and Easter we had here at Holy Family. I was 
recalling so many moments from the 
presentation of the Passion by our young 
people on Palm Sunday, to the hundreds of 
pilgrims that visited us on Holy Thursday, to 
Heinrich Wassner's stirring meditation on Good 
Friday, to Fumiko Gardner's Baptism to the 
ebullient recessional by the choir on Easter 
Sunday! It has been a time of many blessings and I am grateful to 
everyone who in some way contributed to the liturgies we celebrated.  
 
The Easter Season continues for 50 Days and culminates with the Feast of 
Pentecost. This season will be filled with much activity as we carry on the 
spirit of Easter and the renewal of the faith community. Lent is the season of 
personal renewal, the Easter season is the time for renewal of the 
communities as we hear many of the experiences of the first communities of 
believers in the aftermath of the Resurrection.  
 
For the next two weekends, we will be meeting to lay the foundation for a 
new and invigorated parish council. Sr. Mary Therese Freymann will be 
leading us in a retreat experience to reflect on how we might address 
some of the hopes and expectations of parish that surfaced from our town 
hall meetings this past winter.  
 
We will meet after Mass today for about three hours and then next 
Saturday, from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. If you are interested please feel free to 
join us. Out of these discussions we will establish a structure and a process 
to regularly address parish needs and concerns.  
 
We completed this week a major capitol issue with the replacement of the 
rotary winches for the chandeliers that hang high above the Church floor. 
The original equipment was 150 years old and seriously deteriorating. If 
one of those winches failed it could cause serious injury. There are 17 
devices that had to be replaced along with new electrical cables. We have 
made a major step forward in making our beautiful church safer.  



Focus on the Word  
 The Sunday readings are placed in this bulletin 
for the benefit of those who might have a 
hearing impairment, and for your reflection 
before Mass and during the week.  Since an 
important part of our Sunday worship is hearing 
the scripture proclaimed, we urge you to LISTEN to the readings as they 
are proclaimed.  Thank you. 

Please take action to help fight 
hunger. 

Non-perishable donations for our food 
pantry can be brought to church and 
placed in the back southwest corner.  
Or, you may wish to place a monetary 
donation in the collection basket in an 
envelope clearly marked òFood Pantry 
Donationó. 

Reading 1 

Acts 5:12-16 

Many signs and wonders were done 

among the people at the hands of the 

apostles. They were all together in 

Solomonõs portico. None of the others 

dared to join them, but the people 

esteemed them. Yet more than ever, 

believers in the Lord, great numbers of 

men and women, were added to them. 

Thus they even carried the sick out into 

the streets and laid them on cots and 

mats so that when Peter came by, at 

least his shadow might fall on one or 

another of them. A large number of 

people from the towns in the vicinity of 

Jerusalem also gathered, bringing the 

sick and those disturbed by unclean 

spirits, and they were all cured. 

The Word of the Lord 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Alleluia. 

 

Reading 2 

Rev 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-1 

I, John, your brother, who share with you  

the distress, the kingdom, and the 

endurance we have in Jesus, found 

myself on the island called Patmos 

because I proclaimed Godõs word and 

gave testimony to Jesus. I was caught up 

in spirit on the Lordõs day and heard 

behind me a voice as loud as a trumpet, 

which said, òWrite on a scroll what you 

see.ó Then I turned to see whose voice it 

was that spoke to me, and when I turned, 

I saw seven gold lampstands and in the 

midst of the lampstands one like a son of 

man, wearing an ankle-length robe, with 

a gold sash around his chest. When I 

caught sight of him, I fell down at his feet 

as though dead. He touched me with his 

right hand and said, òDo not be afraid. I 

am the first and the last, the one who 

lives. Once I was dead, but now I am 

alive forever and ever. I hold the keys to 

 
Sunday, April 25th at the 9:45 
Mass we will celebrate the 150th 
Anniversary of the opening of the 
Church. The descendents of Anton 
and Sebastian Buscher, the wood 
carvers of the Church are gathering 
with us to celebrate this moment. 
We are also inviting several artists, 
painters and architects that were 
part of the restoration of the 
Church to celebrate this 
anniversary.  
 
On Sunday May 2nd, we will have 
a free organ concert at 3:00 in the 
Church. The renowned organist 
Zvonmir Nagy will be performing 
on the various instruments in the 
Church.  
 
Have a Blessed week,  
 
 
 
 

death and the netherworld. Write down, 

therefore, what you have seen, and what is 

happening, and what will happen 

afterwards.ó  

The Word of the Lord 

Gospel 

Jn 20:19-31 

On the evening of that first day of the week, 

when the doors were locked, where the 

disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus 

came and stood in their midst and said to 

them, òPeace be with you.ó When he had 

said this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. The disciples rejoiced when they saw 

the Lord. Jesus said to them again, òPeace 

be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 

send you.ó And when he had said this, he 

breathed on them and said to them, òReceive 

the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are 

forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are 

retained.ó Thomas, called Didymus, one of 

the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. So the other disciples said to him, 

òWe have seen the Lord.ó But he said to 

them, òUnless I see the mark of the nails in his 

hands and put my finger into the nailmarks 

and put my hand into his side, I will not 

believe.ó Now a week later his disciples 

were again inside and Thomas was with 

them. Jesus came, although the doors were 

locked, and stood in their midst and said, 

òPeace be with you.ó Then he said to 

Thomas, òPut your finger here and see my 

hands, and bring your hand and put it into 

my side, and do not be unbelieving, but 

believe.ó Thomas answered and said to him, 

òMy Lord and my God!ó Jesus said to him, 

òHave you come to believe because you 

have seen me? Blessed are those who have 

not seen and have believed.ó Now Jesus did 

many other signs in the presence of his 

disciples that are not written in this book. But 

these are written that you may come to 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that through this belief you may 

have life in his name. 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
MARK YOUR 
CALENDARé...polish 
your dancing shoes, 
plan on attending Holy 
Familyõs first Cinco de 
Mayo/Motherõs Day 

Dance on Friday, May 7th. For details 
please see Josephine Ramirez. 
 
What better way to welcome the 
warm weather then to have your CAR 
WASHed! Please come 
out and support the 
Junior Knight and 
Daughters at their first 
in a long time car wash 
fund raiser.  It is 
scheduled for 
Saturday, April 24 from 11 am - 3 
pm.  


