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Holy Family  
Jan 17Å Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1 0 8 0  W .  R o o s e v e l t   

C h i c a g o ,  I l l i n o i s  6 0 6 0 8 Parish  
A Word from Father Jerry 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
Well the last of the Christmas decorations 
were safely packed away yesterday. I 
always feel a little melancholic taking 
decorations down but it is time to move on! 
We had so many beautiful memories of the 
Christmas season, from concerts to parties to 
beautiful liturgies. 
 
The first weeks of a new year are filled with 
many hopes for the coming new year. 2010 
promises to be an eventful one for us here at 
Holy Family: 
 
Hopefully the office of pastor will be resolved in the next few months. I 
believe at this point Holy Family is ready to have a pastor assigned. 
 
The ministry initiatives of our new pastoral associate, Sr. Eileen, continue to 
develop. We have begun the establishment of the RCIA process that will put us 
in conformity with church law and practice, Bible Study, the Catholics Come 
Home project and the Elizabeth ministry are all making a difference. 
 
The social outreach of Holy Family through the leadership of the BVM's touches 
so many of the very poor through the pantry and the West Side Employment 
Outreach. We are blessed by all the Sisters efforts to assist people in need. 
 
Hopefully we will soon finalize the lease with the City of Chicago for the 
Engine 18 Firehouse. This initially will be the center of our social programs. I 
am grateful to Tom Justic who will be assisting me in this project. 
 
I hope that we can begin the process of bringing new life to the parish 
pastoral council. It is essential that we have a council that represents the many 
needs and concerns of our ever changing community. In coming weeks I hope to 
explore ways of getting us going. I will be working with our parish council 
president, Odell Gordon who has a lot of great ideas about this. 
 
We are still awaiting the decision as to whether we qualify for a grant to 
assist us in facing the insurance assessment. Holy Family is valued at 43 million 
dollars so our assessment is significant. Last year we received almost $40,000 



Focus on the Word  
 The Sunday readings are placed in this bulletin for the 
benefit of those who might have a hearing impairment, 
and for your reflection before Mass and during the 
week.  Since an important part of our Sunday worship is 
hearing the scripture proclaimed, we urge you to LISTEN 
to the readings as they are proclaimed.  Thank you. 

Reading I 
Is 62:1-5 
For Zionõs sake I will not be silent, for Jerusalemõs sake I will not be quiet, until her 
vindication shines forth like the dawn and her victory like a burning torch.  
Nations shall behold your vindication, and all the kings your glory; you shall be 
called by a new name pronounced by the mouth of the LORD. You shall be a 
glorious crown in the hand of the LORD, a royal diadem held by your God. No 
more shall people call you òForsaken, ò or your land òDesolate, ò but you shall be 
called òMy Delight, ò and your land òEspoused.ó For the LORD delights in you and 
makes your land his spouse. As a young man marries a virgin, your Builder shall 
marry you; and as a bridegroom rejoices in his bride so shall your God rejoice in 
you.  

The Word of the Lord 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
Proclaim his marvelous deeds to all the nations. 

 

Reading II 
1 Cor 12:4-11 
Brothers and sisters: 
There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are different 
forms of service but the same Lord; there are different workings but the same 
God who produces all of them in everyone. To each individual the manifestation 
of the Spirit is given for some benefit. To one is given through the Spirit the 
expression of wisdom; to another, the expression of knowledge according to the 
same Spirit; to another, faith by the same Spirit; to another, gifts of healing by the 
one Spirit; to another, mighty deeds; to another, prophecy; to another, 
discernment of spirits; to another, varieties of tongues; to another, interpretation of 
tongues. But one and the same Spirit produces all of these, distributing them 
individually to each person as he wishes. 

The Word of the Lord 
 

Gospel 
Jn 2:1-11 
There was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 
Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the wedding. When the wine ran short, 
the mother of Jesus said to him, òThey have no wine.ó And Jesus said to her, 
òWoman, how does your concern affect me? My hour has not yet come.ó His 
mother said to the servers, òDo whatever he tells you.ó Now there were six stone 
water jars there for Jewish ceremonial washings, each holding twenty to thirty 
gallons. Jesus told them, òFill the jars with water.ó So they filled them to the brim. 
Then he told them, òDraw some out now and take it to the headwaiter.ó So they 
took it.  And when the headwaiter tasted the water that had become wine, without 
knowing where it came from ñ although the servers who had drawn the water 
knew ñ, the headwaiter called the bridegroom and said to him, òEveryone serves 
good wine first, and then when people have drunk freely, an inferior one; but you 
have kept the good wine until now.ó Jesus did this as the beginning of his signs at 
Cana in Galilee and so revealed his glory, and his disciples began to believe in 
him. 

The Gospel of the Lord 

from the Archdiocese to meet this 
cost. If we don't get a grant we may 
face serious challenges making up 
the difference. 
 
We have many weddings and 
baptisms planned for the new year! 
Deacon Rudy continues to be so 
important to the ministry of 
sacramental prep for baptism and 
touches our parish every week by his 
energy and love of the parish. 
 
We have also so much to be grateful 
for through the ministry of Sam 
Parker and the choir. 
 
In terms of our functioning as a 
parish, Sharon Van Den Hende has 
done so much for us, it is hard to 
believe how much has been 
accomplished since she joined our 
staff. 
 
 My conference in Rome on the 
priesthood was quite a blessing. 
There were several outstanding 
presentations of the challenges 
facing the priesthood and the larger 
Church. I had an opportunity to meet 
Pope Benedict. He gave a moving 
reflection on the crucial role we all 
have in keeping the story and life of 
Jesus alive in this secular world that 
all too quickly wants to dismiss the 
Christian role in our culture. 
 
Finally, we all must take time this 
weekend to celebrate the legacy of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. This great 
American changed our nation in 
many ways. We are still discovering 
the challenges the lie ahead in our 
quest for racial healing and justice. 
 
 Have a Blessed week, 
 


