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Holy Family  
Jan 10Å Baptism of the Lord 

1 0 8 0  W .  R o o s e v e l t   

C h i c a g o ,  I l l i n o i s  6 0 6 0 8 Parish  
A Word from Father Jerry 
 

Dear Parishioners,  
 
With today's celebration of the Baptism of 
the Lord, the Christmas Season draws to a 
close. What a season it has been! I could not 
help but feel the power of our many 
celebrations. What a gift this season has 

been.  
 
I am in Rome this weekend participating in a 
conference at the North American College. 
Pope Benedict has declared this the Year of 
the Priest. This conference is looking at the 
priesthood from many perspectives. There are priests from allover the 
country participating. Tomorrow we have an audience with Pope Benedict 
and Mass at the tomb of St. Peter. I want to officially invite him to Holy 
Family parish!  
 
I will have more to share about this conference next week. We have had 
some great moments. Last Wednesday was the Roman celebration of 

Epiphany and for most Europeans it is when they give presents-timing is 
everything! It was great to witness the many celebrations taking place all 
over this beautiful city. We had Mass yesterday at the Basilica of St. Mary 
Major where tradition has it that the manger from Bethlehem is venerated. It 
was brought here by St. Helena of the Cross in the 4th century. Our 
conference will conclude with Mass at the Basilica of the 12 Apostles where 
relics of all 12 apostles are venerated.  
 
As we renew our baptismal vows today, we acknowledge the many ways 
we all share in the priesthood of Jesus Christ. By living out our faith we carry 
on the priestly ministry of Jesus.  
 
Next weekend will be our annual celebration of the life of Dr. Martin Luther 
King.  

 
Thanks to Fr. George Lane and Fr. Bill Zimmer who are covering the masses 
in my absence.  
 
The Cardinal's Christmas concert was such a success that he has already  



Focus on the Word  
 The Sunday readings are placed in this bulletin for the 
benefit of those who might have a hearing impairment, 
and for your reflection before Mass and during the 
week.  Since an important part of our Sunday worship is 
hearing the scripture proclaimed, we urge you to LISTEN 
to the readings as they are proclaimed.  Thank you. 

 
 
Reading I 
Is 42:1-4, 6-7  
Thus says the LORD: 
Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one with whom I am pleased, 

upon whom I have put my spirit; he shall bring forth justice to the nations, not 
crying out, not shouting, not making his voice heard in the street. a bruised 
reed he shall not break, and a smoldering wick he shall not quench, until he 
establishes justice on the earth; the coastlands will wait for his teaching.  
 
I, the LORD, have called you for the victory of justice, I have grasped you by 
the hand; I formed you, and set you as a covenant of the people, a light for 
the nations, to open the eyes of the blind, to bring out prisoners from 
confinement, and from the dungeon, those who live in darkness.  

The Word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
The Lord will bless his people with peace. 
 

Reading II 
Acts 10:34-38 
Peter proceeded to speak to those gathered in the house of Cornelius, 
saying:  
òIn truth, I see that God shows no partiality. Rather, in every nation whoever 
fears him and acts uprightly is acceptable to him. You know the word that he 
sent to the Israelites  as he proclaimed peace through Jesus Christ, who is 
Lord of all,  what has happened all over Judea,  beginning in Galilee after 
the baptism that John preached,  how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Spirit and power. He went about doing good  and healing all those 
oppressed by the devil,  for God was with him.ó  

The Word of the Lord 
 
Gospel 

Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 
The people were filled with expectation, and all were asking in their hearts 
whether John might be the Christ. John answered them all, saying,  òI am 
baptizing you with water, but one mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy 
to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire.ó 
 
After all the people had been baptized  and Jesus also had been baptized 
and was praying,  heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon 
him in bodily form like a dove.  And a voice came from heaven,  òYou are 
my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.ó 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
booked the Church for next year! 
As our Christmas decorations come 
down this week, I wish to again 
thank the liturgy committee~ for the 
great job in decorating the Church. 

  
Have a Blessed Week! 
 
 

 
ELIZABETH MINISTRY 

The coordinator of the Pre Baptismal 
Program in a large rural parish in 
Wisconsin had many experiences 
meeting new moms who lived hours 
and miles away from their extended 
families without opportunities to learn 
first hand about òbest practicesó in 
òbringing up babyó.  She developed a 
new ministry based on the friendship, 
love and support that Mary and 
Elizabeth shared in the months they 
lived with one another awaiting the 
birth of Elizabethõs son, John.  She 
called it the Elizabeth Ministry. 
The parish was given a primary role in 
reaching out to new moms and 
volunteers called Elizabeth Ministers, 
agreed to represent the parish and 
bring a small gift from the parish to 
the new mom.  The idea would be that 
(when possible) the Elizabeth Minister 
would continue to be in touch with the 
mom she had visited and in many 
instances, this led to a lasting 
friendship between the two. 
Word of this new ministry spread, first 
within the diocese where it started, 
then it grew within the state.  To do 
this successfully, we need volunteers 
who would be Elizabeth Ministers. 
Someone to wrap the gifts & contact 
the Eliz. Ministers, contact the new mom  
& tell her an Eliz Min. will be coming to 
visit briefly & bring a gift, design & 
print a card for each child, coordinate 
mailing on anniversaries of birth & 
baptism, keep records & least but not 
last notify us when a baby is born. 
If you are interested please call the 
parish office to talk to/or leave a 
message for Sr. Eileen. 
In next weekõs bulletin weõll explain a 
few other aspects of this ministry. 


