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Focus on the Word  
 The Sunday readings are placed in 
this bulletin for the benefit of those who 
might have a hearing impairment, and 
for your reflection before Mass and 
during the week.  Since an important 
part of our Sunday worship is hearing the scripture 

proclaimed, we urge you to LISTEN to the readings as they 
are proclaimed.  Thank you. 

 
Reading 1 
Jer 33:14-16 
The days are coming, says the LORD,  when I will fulfill the 
promise I made to the house of Israel and Judah. In those 
days, in that time,  I will raise up for David a just shoot ;  
he shall do what is right and just in the land. In those days 
Judah shall be safe  and Jerusalem shall dwell secure;  
this is what they shall call her: òThe LORD our justice.ó  

The Word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 
 
Reading II 
1 Thes 3:12-4:2  
Brothers and sisters: 
May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for 
one another and for all, just as we have for you,  so as to 
strengthen your hearts,  to be blameless in holiness before 
our God and Father  at the coming of our Lord Jesus with 
all his holy ones.  Amen. 
Finally, brothers and sisters,  we earnestly ask and exhort 
you in the Lord Jesus that, as you received from us  how 
you should conduct yourselves to please God and as you 
are conducting yourselves  you do so even more. For you 
know what instructions we gave you through the Lord 
Jesus. 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Gospel 
Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
òThere will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars,  
and on earth nations will be in dismay,  perplexed by the 
roaring of the sea and the waves. People will die of 
fright  in anticipation of what is coming upon the world, 
for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then 
they will see the Son of Man  coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory. But when these signs begin to 
happen,  stand erect and raise your heads  because your 
redemption is at hand.  
 
òBeware that your hearts do not become drowsy  from 
carousing and drunkenness  and the anxieties of daily life,  
and that day catch you by surprise like a trap. For that 
day will assault everyone who lives on the face of the 
earth. Be vigilant at all times  and pray that you have the 
strength  to escape the tribulations that are imminent  and 
to stand before the Son of Man.ó 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Dear Parishioners,  
 
Today begins the Advent Season. Our theme for this year's 

Advent Journey is, Come home! Our Doors are Open Wide. The 

month of December is full of moments when we "come home" as 
we gather with family, friends and co-workers to celebrate the 
holidays.  
 
Another place to "come home" to is spiritually. The Advent 
readings invite us over and over to allow the Lord to be born 
again in our hearts.  
 
This coming home is profound. For many of us, it is an invitation to 
deepen our spiritual relationship with the Lord and the faith 
community. For others, this Christmas can be an opportunity to 
reconnect with the Church if for whatever reason they have been 
disconnected. In the coming weeks, the Archdiocese is going to be 
taking to the airwaves to invite those who feel disconnected to 
come home to the Church. We need to welcome anyone who is 
feeling like they would want to reconsider their relationship to the 
Church and to the parish community. Don't be reluctant to invite a 
family member or neighbor to join us for Christmas and to come 
home!  
 
We have many ways to celebrate the season. Please make sure 
you get a copy of the Advent prayer book. These are a gift of 
Jim Decorrovont. They are an excellent way to daily reflect on the 
Advent readings. On December 13th, the Chicago Chorale will 
perform sacred choral works in honor of the Blessed Mother. Our 
Advent reconciliation service will be Dec. 20th.  
 
I want to extend a special welcome to members the Our Lady of 
the Angels community that are joining us today at the 5:00 p.m. 
liturgy to mark the 51st anniversary of that tragic fire. Holy 
Family has been home 
 
to this annual mass for several years. We are blessed to have the 
Shrine of Our Lady of the Angels here.  Next Sunday's second 
collection will be taken up for the retirement fund for religious. 
We have been blessed here at Holy Family by so many religious 
who have served us. This collection assists in meeting the retirement 
needs of religious throughout the nation.  
 
Next Saturday, Dec. 5th is Holy Family Night at the Chicago 
Stadium. Thanks to Joe O'Neil we have fantastic seats. Families 
can request up to 4 tickets. Please plan on coming. The tickets are 
on a first come, first serve basis and are available after Mass.  
 
Thanks to our Food Pantry crew for all their hard work. Hundreds 
of turkeys were distributed.  

 
Thanks to the Junior Knights and Junior Daughters for the 
continental breakfast this morning. We are so blessed by these 
wonderful young people and their families.  
 
Dec. 6th is Sr.Otilie's Christmas Sale and the beginning of our 
annual Christmas Wreath Sale.  
 
Have a Blessed Advent and please òcome homeó!  
 
 


