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A Word from Father Jerry  
 
Dear Parishioners, 
  

Today parishes throughout the 
Archdiocese will be taking up a 
second collection in support of the 

Archdiocesan Seminary System. It is 
critical that we have effective, healthy 

and spiritual priests. Your support of 
future priests financially and spiritually is deeply appreciated.  

 
Pope Benedict has declared this the Year of the Priest. You may have 

noticed a print of the icon, Jesus the High Priest that is at the Shrine of St. 
Joseph. The Holy Father is using the 150th anniversary of the birth of St. 
John Vianney, the patron saint of priests to invite the Church to reflect on 

the role of the ordained priesthood in the life of the Church. These have 
been very difficult times as a result of a number of tragic scandals and 

difficulties that have weakened the priesthood in the eyes of some. The 
Church must have healthy and holy priests. They are essential to the life of 

the Church.  
 
I had the privilege of serving on the faculty of our seminary at Mundelein 

for a few years. It was very challenging for me. The changing realities of 
the Archdiocese, the growing numbers of people who no longer attend 

Church, the pressures on priests as a result of decreasing resources and 
increasing needs can be overwhelming.  

 
I also served for several years as the director of the priest placement 

board and I was able to see firsthand the significant contributions many 
priests were making in their ministry. While they might have concerns about 
where the larger Church was going, I rarely ran into a priest who did not 

love the parish he was serving. I am grateful to all of you that go out of 
your way to support and encourage me. I have been blessed over and 

over by your faith and commitment to the parish.  
 

Speaking of ministry, thank-you for filling out the surveys at mass a few 
weeks ago. We are assessing the data to determine how to best respond 

to the needs. I am grateful to Sr. Eileen who has already begun organizing 
responses to the needs and issues that have surfaced. She has begun 
meeting with those who wanted more info on annulments, we are getting 

materials for a bible study group, conversations with those interested in the 
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Focus on the Word  
 The Sunday readings are placed in this bulletin 
for the benefit of those who might have a hearing 
impairment, and for your reflection before Mass 
and during the week.  Since an important part of 
our Sunday worship is hearing the scripture 
proclaimed, we urge you to LISTEN to the readings 
as they are proclaimed.  Thank you. 

   
 
Reading 1 
Nm 11:25-29 
The LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to Moses. Taking some of the spirit 
that was on Moses, the LORD bestowed it on the seventy elders; and as the spirit 
came to rest on them, they prophesied.  
Now two men, one named Eldad and the other Medad, were not in the gathering 
but had been left in the camp. They too had been on the list, but had not gone out 
to the tent; yet the spirit came to rest on them also, and they prophesied in the 
camp. So, when a young man quickly told Moses, "Eldad and Medad are 
prophesying in the camp, " Joshua, son of Nun, who from his youth had been 
Mosesõaide, said, "Moses, my lord, stop them." But Moses answered him, "Are you 
jealous for my sake? Would that all the people of the LORD were prophets! 
Would that the LORD might bestow his spirit on them all!" 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 
 
Reading II 
Jas 5:1-6  
Come now, you rich, weep and wail over your impending miseries. Your wealth 
has rotted away, your clothes have become moth-eaten, your gold and silver have 
corroded, and that corrosion will be a testimony against you; it will devour your 
flesh like a fire. You have stored up treasure for the last days. Behold, the wages 
you withheld from the workers who harvested your fields are crying aloud; and 
the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. You have 
lived on earth in luxury and pleasure; you have fattened your hearts for the day 
of slaughter. You have condemned; you have murdered the righteous one; he 
offers you no resistance. 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Gospel 
Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 
At that time, John said to Jesus, "Teacher, we saw someone driving out demons in 
your name, and we tried to prevent him because he does not follow us." Jesus 
replied, "Do not prevent him. There is no one who performs a mighty deed in my 
name who can at the same time speak ill of me. For whoever is not against us is 
for us. Anyone who gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to 
Christ,  amen, I say to you, will surely not lose his reward. 
"Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be 
better for him if a great millstone were put around his neck and he were thrown 
into the sea. If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter 
into life maimed than with two hands to go into Gehenna, into the unquenchable 
fire. And if your foot causes you to sin, cut if off. It is better for you to enter into 
life crippled than with two feet to be thrown into Gehenna. And if your eye causes 
you to sin, pluck it out. Better for you to enter into the kingdom of God with one 
eye than with two eyes to be thrown into Gehenna, where 'their worm does not 
die, and the fire is not quenched.'" 

The Gospel of the Lord 

RCIA are beginning and we are 

trying to finalize a plan for 
religious ed. For those of you who 

inquired about ministerial 
opportunities, your names have 

been referred to the groups for 
follow up. If you have not filled out 

a form, they are in the back of 
Church and I would really 
appreciate your feedback.  

 
Some of you participated in the 

filming of a short documentary on 
our food pantry. This was a project 

done by Jay Borchert. I had the 
opportunity to view it last Sunday. 

It was deeply moving as it told the 
story of the food pantry, the 
people it serves and questions 

about sustaining this ministry in the 
future. Once the DVD is available 

we will be showing it after the 
masses in the not too distant future. 

Well done Jay!  
 

Have a Blessed week,  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
We are need of someone to help with 
the laundering of the altar linens. If 
you are able and willing, please call 
the parish office. 


