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Holy Family  
Dec 27Å Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 

1 0 8 0  W .  R o o s e v e l t   

C h i c a g o ,  I l l i n o i s  6 0 6 0 8 Parish  
A Word from Father Jerry 
 
Dear Parishioners and Friends of Holy Family, 
 
Welcome! Today is like a big family reunion. 

We have gathered here, many from all over 
to celebrate our parish feast day. Since those 
challenging days of the early nineties, with 
bull dozers looming, Holy Family has stood 
tall. This Church has become a symbol of the 
Spirit of Chicago and the resilience of faith. 
Many in this Church this morning have been in 
the trenches saving this place. 
 
We have people who faithfully support this parish spiritually and financially 
and we are grateful to each and every one of you. So much has been 
accomplished with your encouragement. This past year we undertook a 
number of projects; installation of a new sump pump in the sub basement of 
Damen Hall, extensive repairs of the sanctuary due to winter damage, new 

office equipment for the parish center and beginning to repair and upgrade 
the electrical system for the chandeliers. Through the generosity of many 
friends like, Mike and Trudy Kelly, the vestibule was repainted. Phil Corboy 
and Mary Dempsey helped re- gild the tabernacle, high cross and Fr. 
Damenõs chalice, Greg and Christine Watson, helped us to upgrade the 
sound system. The Chicago Province of the Jesuits and the Archdiocese of 
Chicago have made significant investments in the past year. We also have 
been so blessed by our Sharing Parishes, St. Raymond and St.Barnabas. 
 
We have a new pastoral associate, Sr. Eileen Tierney who has been 
developing many new programs. Antwan and LeShonya Wilson have been 
developing our youth ministry program. The Food Pantry has had to dig 
deep to meet the needs of an increased client base as a result of the 
economy. 

 
The Christmas Season is one of the most Blessed times of the year. How 
fitting that in the midst of it all we pray for the intercession of the Holy 
Family. Each Sunday, high above us the Holy Family looks down upon us with 
love and assurance as we face the challenges that lie ahead. 
 
We celebrated so many family moments this past year, 39 baptisms, 10 
First Communicants, 4 adults received into the Church and 79 weddings. We 



Focus on the Word  
 The Sunday readings are placed in this bulletin for the 
benefit of those who might have a hearing impairment, 
and for your reflection before Mass and during the 
week.  Since an important part of our Sunday worship is 
hearing the scripture proclaimed, we urge you to LISTEN 
to the readings as they are proclaimed.  Thank you. 

Reading 1 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14  
God sets a father in honor over his children; a motherõs authority he confirms over her 
sons. Whoever honors his father atones for sins, and preserves himself from them. 
When he prays, he is heard; he stores up riches who reveres his mother. 
Whoever honors his father is gladdened by children, and, when he prays, is heard. 
Whoever reveres his father will live a long life; he who obeys his father brings 
comfort to his mother.  My son, take care of your father when he is old; 
grieve him not as long as he lives. Even if his mind fail, be considerate of him; 
revile him not all the days of his life; kindness to a father will not be forgotten, 
firmly planted against the debt of your sins ña house raised in justice to you. 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways. 
 
Reading II 
Col 3:12-21  
Brothers and sisters: 
Put on, as Godõs chosen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness, and patience, bearing with one another and forgiving one 
another,  if one has a grievance against another;  as the Lord has forgiven you, so 
must you also do. And over all these put on love,  that is, the bond of perfection. 
And let the peace of Christ control your hearts,  the peace into which you were also 
called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,  as in 
all wisdom you teach and admonish one another,  singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual 
songs  with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or in deed,  
do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,  giving thanks to God the Father through 
him.   Wives, be subordinate to your husbands,  
as is proper in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives,  and avoid any bitterness toward 
them. Children, obey your parents in everything,  for this is pleasing to the Lord. 
Fathers, do not provoke your children,  so they may not become discouraged 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Gospel 
Lk 2:41-52  
Each year Jesusõ parents went to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover,  and when he 
was twelve years old,  they went up according to festival custom. After they had 
completed its days, as they were returning,  the boy Jesus remained behind in 
Jerusalem,  but his parents did not know it. Thinking that he was in the caravan, 
they journeyed for a day and looked for him among their relatives and 
acquaintances,  but not finding him, they returned to Jerusalem to look for him. 
After three days they found him in the temple,  sitting in the midst of the teachers,  
listening to them and asking them questions,  and all who heard him were astounded  
at his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him, they were 
astonished,  and his mother said to him,  òSon, why have you done this to us? 
Your father and I have been looking for you with great anxiety.ó And he said to them, 
òWhy were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Fatherõs 
house?ó But they did not understand what he said to them. He went down with them 
and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them;  and his mother kept all these 
things in her heart. And Jesus advanced in wisdom and age and favor 
before God and man. 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 
òThe Miracle on Roosevelt Roadó is 
available to purchase in the back of 
church after mass, in the parish office 
during business hours - 9 - 4:30, Mon - 
Fri, or online at 
www.ellidonpublication.com.   
Questions about the book can be 
directed to Ellidon Publications at 312-
945-3379 or via e-mail, 
ellidonbooks@aol.com. 

also grieved with those who 
suffered the death of a loved one 
and others who had to face the 
hardships of a lost job or personal 
crises. 
 

On Holy Family Sunday we recall 
the founding families of the parish 
whose shoulders we stand on. We 
always have descendants of these 
great folks.  Today we 
acknowledge the families of the 
Comiskeyõs, the Prindivilleõs and the 
Rigneyõs. Welcome! Thanks to Dick 
Barry and Ellen Skerrett who 
worked very hard on this. 
 
Please take time to enjoy this 
celebration, check out the òHidden 
Treasures of Holy Familyó and come 

down to Damen Hall for 
refreshments. 
 
Happy New Year! 

 



Sunday Collection  
Dec. 13......é..ééééé.$2,531.10 
Dec. 20......é..ééééé.$2,848.78 
Hospitalityééé..éééé.$179.75 
 
Are pennies (or other coins) weighing 
you down?  Why not empty your 
pockets or purse and feed the hungry 
Penny Jar in the back of Church? 
 

Liturgy 
Dec. 27 at 9:45 am 
Presider ......... ..Reverend Jeremiah Boland 
Cross Bearer ..................... Virginia Clayton  
Candle Bearerséééé...Tom OõMalley 
                                      & Katie Terone 
Banner Carrier ..................... Willie Ramsey 
Lectors ................................ Christine Aquino 
                                       & Matt Aquino 
Responsorial Psalméé...Joyce McKenzie 
Communion Ministers.. .............Louise Jones, 
Josephine Ramirez, Linda Gaspero, 
Rita Gardner, Betty Ferguson, Antonio 
Canino, Dawn OõHolleran 
Altar Servers ....................... Gianni Mancini  
                                     & Angel Gandy 
 
Next Sunday, Jan. 3 at 9:45am 
Lectors .............................. Dawn OõHolleran 
                                  & Dan OõHolleran 
Altar Servers ......................... Amare Wilson 
                               & Marlayna Gandy 
December Greeters 
Matthew May, Ruthie Jones Clay,  and 
Sal Giampa 
 
December Collection Ministers 
Eastsideééééééé. é..Felix Rubin 
East CenteréééééééJulia Haynes 
Westsideéééééé..Vincent Giampa 
West Centerééééé...Antonio Fabian 
  
 January Collection Ministers 
Eastsideééééééé. é..Miguel Rios 
East Centeréééééé..Tom McElligott 
Westsideéééééé.. 
West Centerééééé..Gregory Wolf 
  
January Entrance Procession 
Cross Bearerééééé.Caretha Carroll 
Candle Bearersééééé.Julia Haynes 
                                 & Vincent Giampa 
Banner Carrierééé é...Tom McElligott 
Responsorial Psalméééé...Sheila Luss 
                                       & Arenea Luss 

Our warmest welcome to all who 
celebrate with us.  Whether long time 
residents or newly arrived at the 
parish, we thank God for you!  If you 
are not registered, or if your address, 
or phone number has changed, please 
see Jerry Hossli. 

Calendar 
Today     -  Feast of the Holy Family 9:45 
                  Mass, annual Family Blessing, 
                  reception follows in Damen  
                  Hall. Special Exhibition òThe   
      Hidden Treasures of Holy  
      Family 
Jan. 1      -  Mass for New Yearõs Day 
     9:45 
Jan. 3      -  Masses at 9:45 am and 5 pm 
      For the Feast of the Epiphany 

Jan. 31st  - Chile Feast in Damen Hall  

                 after 9:45 mass           
Feb. 12th -  Valentine Stepper Dance 
 

Please take action to help fight 
hunger. 

Non-perishable donations for our food 
pantry can be brought to church and 
placed in the back southwest corner.  
Or, you may wish to place a monetary 
donation in the collection basket in an 
envelope clearly marked òFood Pantry 
Donationó. 

Please Remember in your Prayers: 
Steve Archer, George Canino, Daphne 

Connolly, Hervene Glass, Gertrude 
Hill, Cozetta Morris, Carol Roman, 

Keith Schuler, Christine Watson, and 
Endy Williams 

 
 

Dennis J. Ford, Sr. 
Office Julius Ilagan (Recovery) 

 
Please save your cancelled stamps 

With Christmas cards arriving almost 
every day, this is an excellent time to 
help the missions by saving your 
cancelled stamps.  If you are able to 
cut a 1/4 inch border around the 
stamp, that would be a big help, if 
not, just save the whole envelope. The 
Sisters sell the stamps to collectors and 
use the proceeds to buy pipes so the 
women of the villages in the Cameroon 
donõt have to walk so many miles each 
day carrying heavy jugs of water 
back to their homes.  There will be a 
box marked òStampsó in the back of 
church where you can leave them.  The 
Sisters of the Congregation of Notre 
Dame are grateful for whatever help 
you can give.  Over 20 villages now 
have the water piped in, but there are 
about the same number waiting for 
pipelines to come to their villages. 

Holiday Bulletin Deadline 
Schedule 

Dec. 29, bulletins are due for Jan3. 

 

PLEASE remember to take and use 
the  Jewel Shop & Share coupons in 
the back of the church.  At no cost 
to you, you are helping support 
Holy Family Parish. 

The Holy Family 
  Adolescents are often characterized in 
American culture as moody, rebellious, 
unresponsive to adults, secretive, ad-
dicted to text messaging, and generally 
disconnected from their families. The 
caricature carries over into films, televi-
sions shows, and comic strips like "Zits." 
Television sitcoms often garner great 
laughs by pitting younger, wittier chil-
dren against adolescents to the delight 
of onlooking parents. Such views only 
serve to separate the members of a 
family rather than unite them as one 
household. 
  While we may laugh at the humor, 
letting culture define family life is not 
the direction offered by Christian ex-
perience. For starters, Christians begin 
with baptism, recognizing that each 
member of the family shares in the gift 
of the Holy Spirit that dwells in our 
hearts. As the writer of the First Letter of 
John says, "We are God's children now." 
In the family, each member is a precious 
gift with talents given by God. 
  The adolescent Jesus slipped away 
from Mary and Joseph in Sunday's Gos-
pel. (Has it ever happened to you where 
one of your older kids slipped away 
because they wanted to stay out a little 
longer?) In the end, his actions were seen 
as part of God's larger plan. It remains 
a delicate balance in helping children to 
discern their gifts as they grow older, 
while at the same time providing the 
discipline and structure that will protect 
and guide them. This feast that we cele-
brate today reminds us that the balance 
comes from seeing ourselves as a family 
with God in our midst. With that as the 
starting point, rather than the culture of 
the day, we can all learn how to be 
about our heavenly Father's business. 
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