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A Word from Father Jerry
Dear Parishioners,

Where does the time go? Here we are
on the final weekend of Advent. In Rome
the pope blesses the Bambenelli, the
images of the infant Jesus that will be
placed in family nativity sets throughout
the city of Rome. The Pope receives the
most venerated statue of the infant Jesus
which for most of the year is in the Church
of Santa Maria in Aracoeli. For centuries,
people have through the intercession of
the infant Jesus, received miracles at this
church, one of the oldest churches in
Christendom.

The Pope invites us to prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. In
these final days we must all reflect on how we might better live out our
mission as disciples. | am grateful to Fr. Lane and Fr. Chambers for their
assistance in this morning's celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Come Home! Our Doors are Open Widais week begins the
invitations on television for the effort here in Archdiocese called Catholics
Come Home. If you are new to the parish please say hello and join us for
coffee after Mass. | was interviewed on CBS last Wednesday to discuss the
critical time we are in as a Church. Reaching out in the name of Christ is a
great challenge and opportunity.

| welcome Cardinal George to Holy Family. He will be hosting his first
ever, Cardinal's Christmas Concert for Children, this afternoon. It is going to
be terrific and plan on coming if you can. There is not a more beautiful
place for a concert than our Church!

It has been quite a weekend, Jerry Hossli and his committee handed out
door hangers with our Christmas Schedule in the neighborhood yesterday.
We also had our biggest children's party ever! Almost 500 children had a
wonderful afternoon of games, pizza and Santa Claus. | am grateful to the
Kandy Kane Ball under the leadership of Paul Manning, our Sharing Parish
of St. Raymond, the Brownies of St. Mary's in Buffalo Grove and Nina
Donnelly that helped provide all the toys and bikes. Virginia Clayton and
her committee did a great job in organizing this spectacular party.

This week the food pantry will be providing Christmas dinners for several
hundred families in need. To Sister Marion and the food pantry volunteers,
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The Sunday readings are placed in this bulletin for the
benefit of those who might have a hearing impairment,
and for your reflection before Mass and during the
week. Since an important part of our Sunday worship is
hearing the scripture proclaimed, we urge you to LISTEN
to the readings as they are proclaimed. Thank you.

Reading 1
Mi 5:1-4a

Thus says the LORD: You, Bethlehem-Ephrathah too small to be among the
clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in
Israel; whose origin is from of old, from ancient times. Therefore the Lord
will give them up, until the time when she who is to give birth has borne,
and the rest of his kindred shall return to the children of Israel. He shall
stand firm and shepherd his flock by the strength of the LORD, in the
majestic name of the LORD, his God; and they shall remain, for now his
greatness shall reach to the ends of the earth; he shall be peace.

The Word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm

Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.
Reading Il

Heb 10:510

Brothers and sisters: When
and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me; in
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of me in the scroll, behold, I
oSacrifices and offerings, hol
nor delighted in.déd These are o
oBehold, | come to do your wi l
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the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
The Word of the Lord

Gospel
Lk 1:3945

Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a town of Judah,
where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When
El'i zabeth heard Maryads
Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said,
0Bl essed are you among women,
And how does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come
to me? For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the
infant in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed are you who believed that what
was spoken to you by the Lord
The Gospel of the Lord
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thank-you! Tomorrow the liturgy
committee with the great help of
our friends at the Safer Foundation
will decorate the Church for
Christmas. Thanks again to Andy
Barrie for the donation of the
beautiful wreaths that hang in the
Church.

The liturgies of the Christmas
season are beautiful; invite your
friends and neighbors to join us.
Next Sunday we will celebrate the
Feast of the Holy Family, our parish
feast day. The Hidden Treasures of
Holy Familwill be on display and
we will have a wonderful reception
in Damen Hall.

Thank-you for your generous
support of the retired religious
collection. It was the most we have
ever collected. Sr. Marion and Sr.
Otilie did a wonderful job
reflecting last weekend. Special
thanks to Greg and Christine
Watson who made a special
contribution to pay for the upgrade
of the sound system that was
required as a result of the
Department of Homeland Security
taking our frequency. Finally thanks
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Liturgy
Dec. 20 at 9:45 am

Presider......... .. Reverend Jeremiah Boland
Cross Bearer ..., Virginia Clayton
Candl e BearEoméodoeéMa
& Katie Terone
Banner Carrier..........cc.co...... Willie Ramsey
LeCtors ..o Francine Godwin

& Jim Sweeney
Responsor i doyce Wikeazie
Communion Ministers............... Louise Jones,
Josephine Ramirez, Linda Gaspero,
Rita Gardner, Betty Ferguson, Antonio

Canino, Dawn OO&HOo

Altar Servers.........c.c..... Marlayna Gandy

Next Sunday, Dec. 27 at 9:45am

(=101 0] (T Christine Aquino
& Matt Aquino

Altar Servers.......ccoceuvvnnee. Gianni Mancini

& Angel Gandy
December Greeters
Matthew May, Ruthie Jones Clay, and
Sal Giampa

December Collection Ministers
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& 5Mass Intentions

Dennis J. Ford, Sr.

Living and Deceased Members
of the
National Catholic Society of Foresters

Please Remember in your Pra{;%tg%/h

Steve Archer, George Canino, Daphne
Connolly, Hervene Glass, Gertrude
Hill, Cozetta Morris, Carol Roman,
Keith Schuler, Christine Watson, and

Endy Williams

THERE IS A BEREAVEMENT
COMMITTEE MEETING TODAY
AFTER 9:45 MASS.

Sunday Collection

Dec. 6. ... ....¢&.
Dec. 13.. .. .. 6¢&.
Religious Ret.

This Sunday there will be a second
collection taken up for hospitality.

Are pennies (or other coins) weighing
you down? Why not empty your
pockets or purse and feed the hungry
Penny Jar in the back of Church?
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Please take action to help fight
hunger.

ll\loln-eerishable donations for our food
pantry ¢an be brought to church and
placed in the back southwest corner.
Or, you may wish to place a monetary
donation in the collection basket in an
ope clearly
Donati oné6.

I'lera %th Sunday of Advent

For some reason Christmas seems to
bring out stories of the underdog-the
unseen, unpretentious, almost unknown,
who suddenly breaks on the scene.
There's the little drummer boy, who has
nothing, but shows up to play for the
newborn king. There's the fictional
story of the fourth magi, who was
delayed in getting to the meeting
place and so didn't make the journey
to Bethlehem but found Jesus later in
- lifeAd ther theRRY Ghérlfe Brown's
" fs tré%ﬂh&trfo?losrn sprig that
"4 fideld o L Eroun s
glorlousqtree.
As we hear in the first reading from
Micah, Bethlehem is much the same. A
tiny backwater village that isn't even
big enough to be numbered among
the clans of Judah. Add to the story a
young, pregnant girl from a remote
town in Galilee and you don't exactly
have the makings of fame and fortune.
God's grace, the underdog
s. Mary's kinswoman, Elizabeth,
recognizes the greatness when Mary
shows up at her doorstep. "Blessed are
you among women, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb," exclaims
Elizabeth, using words that we now
pray every time we say the Halil
Mary. Elizabeth points out, "Blessed
are you who believed that what was
spoken to you by the Lord would be
fulfilled."
When we're in the lowly position, it
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Elizabeth's greeting. Conversely, when
we're on top of the world, we might
do well to recall the rest of Mary's
prayer: "[The Lord] has cast down the
mighty from their thrones." A humble
spirit can help us act upon God's will
for us.
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Please save your cancelled stamps
With Christmas cards arriving almost
every day, this is an excellent time to
help the missions by saving your
cancelled stamps. If you are able to
cut a 174 inch border around the
stamp, that would be a big help, if

M, jusksavejthe wiple epvalopg Ben t r y

Sisters sell the stamps to collectors and
use the proceeds to buy pipes so the
women of the villages in the Cameroon
dondt have to
day carrying heavy jugs of water
back to their homes. There will be a
box mar ked
church where you can leave them. The
Sisters of the Congregation of Notre
Dame are grateful for whatever help
you can give. Over 20 villages now
have the water piped in, but there are
about the same number waiting for
pipelines to come to their villages.

Our warmest welcome to all who
celebrate with us. Whether long time
residents or newly arrived at the
parish, we thank God for you! If you
are not registered, or if your address,
or phone number has changed, please
see Jerry Hossli.

Holiday Bulletin Deadline
Schedule
Dec. 29, bulletins are due for Jan3.

Calendar
TODAY - Bereavement Committee
meeting after 9:45 Mass.
TODAY -Car di nal

Concert at 2 pm
Dec. 24 - Vigil of the Nativity Mass at
5pm
Gospel Choir Christmas Car-
ols at 9:30 pm
Solemn Liturgy for the Nativi-
ty of the Lord at 10 pm
Dec. 25 - Christmas Day mass 9:45
Dec. 27 - Feast of the Holy Family 9:45
Mass, annual Family Blessing,
reception follows in Damen

Hal | Speci al
Hidden Treasures of Holy
Family

Jan.l - Mass for New Ye:
9:45

Jan.3 - Masses at 9:45 am and 5 pm
For the Feast of the Epiphany
Jan. 31st - Chile Feast in Damen Hall
after 9:45 mass

Feb. 12th - Valentine Stepper Dance
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